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7 ** a ear Seca . thor of theſe lates: 
and the learned Gentleman, to whom they were 
adareſs'd, being .accafionally in converſation, 
arguments aroſe, concerning the. Arian Scheme: and 
the author, for ſeveral. good reaſons, declining io 
enter into the controverſy, was pleaſantly told by him, 
14 that his unwillingneſs proceeded from a conſciouſneſs 
TH of rhe badneſs of his cauſe : which, indeed, was the 
9 only reflection that could have rouſed bim, or pro- 
Fg  voked him, to engage at all in this debate; not be- 
1 ing willing to enter the liſts, with a Gentleman, to 
ro hom he ſtood greatly oblig d. But ſince he was 
ſo preſe d, be defir'd leave to do it by letter, and to 
that end, prayed that Gentleman, to pleaſure hin 
with the p#ruſal of that manuſcript of his, ſo often 
referr'd to, and quoted in the firſt letter; and 
which had been ſo much talk'd of in the world a- 
mong/t men, engaged in this controverſy ; and be 
readily complying, the author after ſome conſiderable 
time (in anſwer to it) ſent him the firſt of theſe 
letters; which after he had kept near two months, 
he return'd (according to the author's requeſt, be- 
cauſe be had no copy of it ) with a very ſhort letter, 
which did not contain an anſwer to any one of the 
author's arguments, but inſtead thereof, a pamphlet | 
came with it, bearing the name of one Chubb, for 
9 its author. However, in the letter (as ſhort as it 
a was) was this aſtoniſhing paragraph, (viz.) * Ac- 
8 ** cording to my ideas of the terms of“ your pro- 
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polls tion, "if that propoſiti tion SUI be — : 
6 3 be the doctrine of Chriſtianity, I ſhould firmly 
believe the whole new Teſtament to be an im- 
« poſture, and reject it a ſuch, becauſe ee 
« ſition directly overthfows- the firſt prificiple of 
* natural religion, that there is but one God. 
Upon this (in ſome ſmall time) the author ſent him 
the Fend letter; which be caufed a ſort of anſwer 
to be wrote to by another band, himfelf being then 
very much indiſpoſed: but the author, not having” 
leave, from ſome that have moſt power to grant it, 
to publiſh either his letter, or that wrote by a friend 
(both which had nothing ſatigfactory in them) the 
reader will pardon their not ſeeing the light. 
As to theſe. letters, they were not defign'd for the 
preſs ; the author ' was far enough from ſuch a 
11 „ but they having been peruſed by drverſe 
4 Gentlemen, that were calPd good judges in this con- 
troverſy, the author has been prevail'd on, by their 
importunity, to do violence to his inclinations, and 
| ſuffer them to come abroad; in both which letters 
4 he has aimed more at lrutb, and conviftion, than or- 
| der, or rules of diſputation, they never being wrote 
BW over but once, aud that too, in a plain, unaffefed 
tile; yet it is hop*d,thatthe arguments are concluſive, 
and that the principal heads of this ingenious Gentle- 
man's manuſcript, are herein ſo fully anſcher' d, that 
if the Scriptures here quoted,ond the reafonings from 
thence deduced, are not ſufficient to convince gainſay- 
ers, the author ſhall deſpair of ever doing it. 
And whereas, diverſe texts, quoted in theſe letters, 
are very often repeated, the Reader is deſir d to ob. 
ſerve, that it is done under ſeveral heads, and for 
different purpoſes; and they were not deſignd for 
publicł view,but only familiar epiſtles from one friend 
to another; and the author was ſo indifferent about 
therr being printed, that he did not think fit 10 _ 
| modes 
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thi nee ar J ſeb it 55 2 1 
116 own evidente;amongſtithafe: that: feek it i in /ineerivys 3 
 . \Thhere, bave lem many ſebemes advanced, to demons 
firane the dofiring of the Trinity: ; and the author is 
not without obligatians to ſome of them. Tet alas . 
who is ſufficient for theſe things ? or tua can com- 
prehend Infinity ? it is ſufficient for us to find in the 
Jaored records, tbat there are three which bear record 
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and that theſe Three are One, —that- Chriſt 
and the Father are One,—that the Word was with 
God, and was God, and was united to fleſh, 
and dwelt: mne us ; it bout enquiring, hom 
it could be? or being able to comprebend the 
modus of it, any more than we need to enquire; 
how God made the world, when we read, that 
he created the heavens and the earth :—Or, how 
our bleſſed Saviour multiplied the loaves and the 55. 
es : which if the Almighty had ſeen neceſſary. fur 
us to underſtand, he would have revealed it to us 1, 
bas as he has not,why ſhould we ſtrive to vie with our 
Maker ? or attempt the knowledge of thoſe things that 
are unſearchable, and paſt finding out ? Secret things 
belong to God only ; eſpecially thoſe relating to 
bis eſſence. St. Paul, that glorious Apoſtle of ' the 
Gentiles, as be laboured more abundantly than all 
the Apoſtles, /o his writings more abound with eu: 
Preſſions of our Savieur's Divinity, as may be ſeen 
in the ſecond letter of this treatiſe; where it will ap» 
pear, that in no leſs than twelve epiſtles, he ftrenttr 
ouſly pleads for it: in which epiſtles, St. Peter: ſays, 
are ſome things hard to be underſtood, which ſome 
that are unlearned and unſtable, wreſt to their own 
deſtruction, 2 Pet. iii. 16. Now, why. may not St. 
Peter here have an Eye to thoſe many texts in St. 
Paul's epiſtles, that ſpeak of our Saviour's Divini- 
Lal ? there ſeems to be but three things in 2 theſe epiſ- 
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FS ws, that may be $614 hard be anderficod, 
| bard to be believed, by tboſe that are „ * 
the wiſdom that is from above, and able, or 
wavering in their opinion, of what is revealed in 
the Scriptures : and they are theſe; viz. (1.) The 
dotrine of election. (2.) Salvation by faith in Je- 
fus Chrift, without works: and (3.) The Deity of 
the Son of God. Theſe Things are brd to be under- 
ſtood, or comprebended, by the wiſe men of this 
1 world, eſpecially the latter; ſo that they wreſt them 
d their own deſtruction, as (the Apoſtle ſays it, in 
the ſame text,) wg, do the other Scriptures alſo.— 
They wreſt them ! pray, what is it to wreſt the 
Seriptures, but to go from their plain and literal 
meaning, to force them to ſpeak, directly contrary to 
what is expreſs'd in the text? for to believe the 
Scriptures, as they plainly ſpeak, can with no ſenſe 
be ſaid to wreſt them: but he wreſts them, that 
forces a meaning from them, contrary, not only to 
their univerſal analogy, and agreement, one with 
another, but contrary to the very letter, and evident 
[i meaning of every text there, that does not ſquare 
XJ with ſome Carling notion, or philoſophical ſcheme. 
3 If T ſay, as the text plainly does, In the beginning 
—the Word was God, I do not wreſt that text. But 
if .T jay, In the beginning—the Word was [A] 
God, as the Arians do, I wreſt it moſt abominably ; 
> of and ſo of the reſt. 
4 Now if the Scriptures are the Word of God, and 
be are to believe our ſenſes, when we read them; 
| and if we are to underſtand them, according to what 
4 they evidently declare; and as one part bears wit- 
neſs to another, and as one would underſtand any 
other plain writing, then certainly the Arians are in 
a very dangerous miſtake : and we ought to beware 
of their Leaven, and ſhun their errors, but yet 
carry it with chriſtian compaſſion towards them,call- 
| ing 
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ing for the Word to eanvince them, but not for 
ſword to deftroy them, Fire and faggot, fines and 
impriſonments, are the; engines of Hell and Rome; 
but. tend nothing to convince any one of the truth, as 
it is in Jeſus, who-never ſuffer d the leaſt injury to 
be done to any that rejected his dottrine, except the 
Gadarens, who preferr*d their hogs to heaven; aud 
therefore, he juſtly ſuffer*d the Devil to take poſſeſſion 
of them, but did no harm to theſe vile wretehes 
tbemſelves, notwithſtanding they were the only pro- 
 fligates, that ever petitioned him to depart out of 
heir coaſts, where we do not find that be ever re- 
turn'd any more, and that was puniſhment ſuſſicient. 
As to the Manuſcript, which theſe letters are an 
anſwer to, perhaps the reader may wonder why it 
was never printed, but that being none of the au- 
t hor's concern, he hopes his filence therein may be 
excuſed : and as to the Gentleman, that theſe letters 
are adadreſsd to, he was, in truth, a man of great 
ingenuity, learning, humanity, charity, and good 
ſenſe ; but was ſo particularly eminent, for his Arran 
ſentiments (which be was far from endeavouring- to- 
conceal) that had the author leave, and was he ſi 
inclin'd, it would be altogether needleſs. to publifs 
$name. —— $1514 ee 8 
The author is not one of thoſe that damn to bell, 
all, that differ from him in this point, yet would 
not be one with them, nor chooſe to take! his lot a- 
mongſt them. If others deny the Deity, ſatisfaion 
and imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, be pities them, 
but would not hurt them, was it in his power; and 
whilſt they are degrading and leſſening the perſon of 
the common Saviour, he knows, that there is no 
Salvation in any other, and firmly believes that Je- 
ſus Chriſt is Gov, of the ſame nature, or eſſence 
with the Father, —and that the Father, Son, and 
holy Spirit, are one God, bleſſed for nn, in, 
_ thr! 


. 


' 


. A WO , 
* EE 
vos i MAY 
_— 
N e 8 
* Eo 
'E; 1 
» 4: i 
e 
* 
4 


Rank and vi wh Be PE fn PRIN = Bot: * 


5 22 but. ene, for. ona Wes e 


ind, laſtly, EP Pape cannot 5 be a K 
unleſs be be of the. ſame nature-with bis Father (as 
is abſervꝰd in theſe ſbeets) ſo the author deſires it may 
be obſerv d, that very often in the new Teſtament, 
Gad is called Gop THE FarHER. And what can 
this be for, but i inform us, that there is Gop 
THE SON alſo :? For if there is God the Father, it 
neceſſarily infers,\that he has à Son, who is God 
aljo ; or the epithet Father, is ampertinent and ſus 
 perfliigus : and although Jeſus Obriſt is not directly 
calPd:God the Son, yet be is frequently. calld the 
Son of God, and God's own Son; - which could 
not be true, if he was not of the ſame nature or «f- 
fence f God TRR FATHER ; and if be was not, it 
would be equally. improper to ſay the Son of God, 
as. to Jay God THE FATHER. © 

Nord, f the Son bad frequently been calPd: God 
the Son, altbo' the Father had not at all been cal- 
led. God te Fatber, but only, eniphaticall the Fa- 
cher; het it is poſt all doubt, that every une would 
abe readily otuned him to be hotevuer God the Fa- 
ther; of the ſame eſſence with God the Son: h 
ſurely here is the. ſame reaſon to believe the 'Dn, 

i be ef "the ſame nature with the Father, altho the. 
Father only, is called God the Father, and the Son, 
only, tbe Son of God : It being undeniable, that if 
thert is God the Father, tbere muſtibe God the Son, 
er he muſt be a Father, without a on; eue 
an 1 an e een BW een | 
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To a very eminent and worn”. 


Gentleman, Sc. 
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SLT H O' diſputes ate not my aps 

” bo + tion, or delight, as well upon the 
account of my own inſufficiency, as 
my natural diſpoſition to peace, 
and want of leiſure for ſuch mat- 
ters z yet having ſo eminent and 
learned an opponent, who has invited me out to 
the combat, and, which is more than all, it is in de- 
fence of my Saviour, who, I hope, is now pleading 
my cauſe at his Father's right hand; I believe I 
ve a clear call to give a reaſon of my faith, and 
to. contend for that, which I am ſatisfied, was once 
B deliver” d 
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Gelverd to We Bain, for an important wah and 

it is no trifling matter, Which we may, or may not 
believe, at pleaſure, but a thing ef exceeding great 
concern, no leſs than thatWhich the honour of Je- 


ſus Chriſt, and the everlaſting happineſs of our ſouls, 


depend on. 

In proſecuting my defign,' 15 purpoſe all the bre- 
vity that is conſiſtent with the truths I defend; and 
therefore ſhall only quote part of thoſe texts which 
might juſtly bring to prove my point, and only 
ſucb 7 as may do it beyond doubt, if men are not ob- 
ſtinately blind. I ſhall not take your method in 
diſcdurſing on this ſubject, believing myſelf at liberty 
to follow my own; hoping however, to offer what 
may be a full reply to your manuſcript, either in a 
direct anſwer to the principal heads of your diſ- 
courſe, or what ſhall be equivalent to it; beſeech- 
ing you to hear me patiently, and to read this as 
I have done yours, over and over, and not, without 
good reaſon, call it weak, and mean. But to be 
as ſhort as I can, the propoſition which I ſhall lay 
down, and undertake to prove, in oppoſition to 


you, is this, (viz.) 
|. Tat Jeſus Chrift is God by nature, of the ſame 
8 eſſence with the Father. | 5 
No this being a matter, not of ſpeculation, or 
doubtful diſputation, but Faith; not of natural re- 
 Tigion, but of revelation, the ze by which we muſt 
try the truth of the propoſition, is the BinLz, by 
whoſe alone authority I deſire to ſtand or fall, and 
by which, both your propoſition and mine, will be 
tried at the great day, and be found either to be 
as gold, or elſe as chaff, hay, and ftubble ; and 
whoever is in the wrong, the error is ſo dangerous, 
that if he is ſaved, it muſt be fo as by fire, but cer- 


*tainly his works ſhall be burnt up, 1 Cor. iii. 12; — 
The 
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The caſe being. thus, that the Scriptures. Pay 
deoide the controverſ l ſhall. diſcard all logical, 
diſtinctions and ſophiſtical reaſoning, and yet ſhall + 
- fo. ſhew, that my propelition js not contrary to rea- 
ſon, although, perhap8,. apove it. But when We 
duſcourſe of God. manifeſt in the fleſh, not reaſon, but 7 
revelation. is to be co ulted; not fancy, but faith © © 
is to be our conducter 3 not ſyllogiſms, but facred 
Writ is to be our pr _ I ſhall not, nor is it my 
buſineſs, to defend 0% the expreſſions in the three 
Creeds, which you find ſo much fault with; yet 

as to the words Trinity, Unity, Subſtance, Perſon, 


'  Begotten, Oc. as ſome of them are Scripture phraſes, 


and the reſt. deducible from thence, I {ce no reaſon 
to. quarrel with them. We muſt make uſe of ſome 
words or other to expreſs our conceptjons, or ideas, 
of things by; and if for want of fitter words, we 
are forced to expreſs our conceptions of the Deity, . 
by words not to be found in the Scriptures, the 
truth contended for, is not the leſs a 7ruth, ſo long 
as the matter in diſpute js found there ; and if our 
reaſon cannot comprehend theſe things, let us not 
however, ſay with Nicodemus, Fob. in. 9. How can 
theſe things be ? he could not comprehend the 
new' birth, although a maſter in Iſrael, and how 
then ſhould we com prehend the modus of the ſubſiſt- 
ence in the Deity ? for we are but of yeſterday, and 
comparatiyely know nothing at all ; how then 
ſhould we define him that :»habits eternity ? 
Beware, leſt any man ſpoil you thro* philoſophy, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not. after 
Chriſt-; in whom dwells the fulneſs of the Godhead 
bodily, Col. in. 8, 9. although we cannot conceive 
of the manner how : but more than the fulneſs of 
whe aeg #he Father cannot vave, 
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1 > Fan alchough ' brought” u at the Feet of 
 Gamaliel, yet when e preached Chriſt, came not 
with the wiſdom of al teſt the croſs of 5 
ould be made of none fes, 1 Cor. i. Lap 
preach ' d the doctrine of the'erols with great ſimpli- 
city and plainneſs, and calls out as it were in a 
ture, Where is the wiſe, where is the Scribe ? r 
is the Diſputer of this world ?' bath not God made 
Fooliſh the wiſdom of ibis world ? for after that, in 
the wiſdom of God, the world by wiſdom knew not 
God, it pleaſed God, by the fooliſoneſs of preaching, 
20 ſave them"tbat Believe, ver. 20, 21, 22, 23. A 
crucified Saviour did not ſquare with the wiſdom of 
the Greeks, for they were in a natural ftate ; and 
theſe things are ſpiritually diſcerned, I Cor. 1 ü. 14. 
therefore ooliſhneſs to them. © 
Our faith, as Chriſtians, does not ſtand in the 
82775 of men, but in the power of God, 1 Cor. 
ll. 5. 7. The wiſdom of God in a myſtery, the great 
myſtery of godlineſs, God manifeff in the fleſh, 
1 Tim. iii. 16. a myſtery that was hid from ages 
and generations, and it never could enter into the 
heart of man to conceive any ſuch thing, if God- 
had not revealed it to us by his holy Spirit in the 
Scriptures ; where, if we find fome things which 
puzzle our reaſon, there is nothing however too 
hard for our fajth, if we do not affect to be wiſe 
above what is written, and ſo wreſt them to ſerve 
gur own purpoſes. 
But the reaſon why thoſe in the Arian Scheme 
are miſtaken in the interpretation of thoſe texts, 
which ſpeak of our bleſſed Saviour's Deity, I take 
ta be their not rightly diſtinguiſhing what is the 
mind of the Spirit, when Chriſt is ſometimes ſpoke 
of as God, one with the Father, ſometimes. as God- 
** the Mediator, and at other times, as meerly 
Man 3 
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Man; in the laſt of which they generally eriumph, _ 
as if that beſpoke him id be not hing more. 


But before I proceegto'the proof of my pro 


poſition, I ſhall ſhew that there is no mobi yin in 


the thing, nor abſurdit) i the aſſertion, although, 
without revelation, we eanld never have known it; 
for every thing that is poſſible to be, is not taught 
As by the light of nature, as ſhall be by and by 
eEvinced ; therefore don't let us think it incredible, 
becauſe it is not taught in nature's ſchool: for many 
things, although not contrary to nature, are not 
however to be found there, and the whole ſcheme 
of redemption is particularly above it, —and not 
diſcernible by the light of it. 

And now to ſhew that there 1s no impoſſibility. 
that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be God by nature, I ſhall 
lay down theſe two propoſitions, as en 
truths, (viz. 

(i.) That the Divine Eſſence, i is not to be com- 
prehended by any meer Creature, Th 


(2.) That we daily experience many: things to 


be realities which we cannot comprehend, although 
acknowledged by us all to be certain truths, and 
we readily believe them. 

And firſt, could a creature nia the De- 
ity, ſo as to account for the modus of his ſubſiſtence, 
it would ceaſe to be a creature, and would be a 
God : for to ſuppoſe ſuch a faculty of comprehen- 
fron, is the moſt barefaced abſurdity, and the firſt 
born of impoſſibilities ; for what can be greater, 
than to attempt to do that, which his very being 
makes him uncapable of, and his original conſtitu- 
tion, renders impoſſible ?—for the term Creature, 
and the idea of ſueh a being, naturally infer imper- 
ſection; and whatever is io, is uncapable to com- 
prehend y what is tant as the Deit y is, and does 
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not confi of parts, or is ſubject to paſſions with; ; . 


out which it cannot be defined. 


Can that which is created. chend the G 
tor? can the Potter be comprehended by the 
clay ? ſhall we, becauſe 'we know ſometbing, (and 
that ſomething, ſo very lamely, that we have no 
cauſe to boaſt) fancy we can define our Maker? 
Shall we, becauſe God has given us reaſon, pry into 
that Being, that is only'the object of our faith and® 
adoration? Canſt thou by ſearching find out God? 
canſt thou find out the Almighty to perfeftjon ?— - 
No it is high as heaven, what canſt thou do? 
deeper thay bell, what canſt thou know the mea- 


fare thereof is longer than the earth, and broader 


than the ſea, Job xi. 7, 8, 9. that is, the thing is 
-. wholly :mpoſſible. So again, The wind bloweth 
where it liſtetb, and thou heareſt the ſound thereof, 
but canſt not tell whence it 6ometh, and whither it 
gaetb, ſo is every one that is born of the Spirit, 
Joh. ini. 8. So that if we cannot comprehend the 
courſe of the wind, nor the manner of the opera- 
tion of the Spirit of God upon the ſoul of man in 
regeneration ; how ſhould we comprehend his ex- 
iſtence, that gathers the wind in his fiſt, and ſends 
forth that Spirit that alone can renovate the ſoul, 
turn it from darkneſs to light, and from the power 
of Satan to the living "> TRE 

He that gave us reaſon, gave us alſo the revela- 
dion of his will; and we may be ſure that this re- 
velation is according to truth, and for that very rea- 
ſon is to be believed, and not quarrelled with, meerly. 
becauſe our depraved reaſon will not aſſent to it. 
God did not endow us with rational faculties, to 
comprehend his eſſence, nor with underſtanding ta 
cenſure his revealed will. Men of corrupt minds, 


may deny the Plain meaning of one text, and the 
tranſlation 


— — 3 — 


* #4 . 5 7 7 5 pM 
* 18 f iQ 7 4 


; itanflations — rt; "hoy ay; 75 reer is ca 
of another ſenſe, and bat was foiſted in to the fa- 


cred Canon: this was not found in ſuch an antiene 
copy, and the e was doubted of, by fuch a pri- 
mitive writer, Cc. until they diſpute every part of 


the Bible out of doors, Ad themfelves out of Chri- 
ſtianity ; and if the foundations be deſtroyed, what 
will the righteous do? Halm xi. 3. 

That becauſe there can be no more Gods but one, 
and becauſe the Lord our God is one Lord, there 
ſhould not .be three perſons ſubſiſting in that uni- 


ty, becauſe our finite underſtandings cannot com- 


prehend that incomprebenſible myſtery, is not only 
to exalt our reaſon beyond our commiſſion, but 


to contradict the revelation God has given us of 


himſelf, unleſs we have not leave to judge of the 
plaineſt expreſſions. If we meet with ſome ex- 
preſſions that we cannot comprehend, we ſhould, in 
a ſenſe of our own nothingneſs adore and believe, 1 


we take the Scriptures to be the word of God; 


and if we do not, we are no Chriſtians, for thoſe 
are they which teſtify of Chriſt, Job. v. 39. and 
which are able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, thro? 
faith that is in him, 2 Tim. iii. 15, but if inſtead 
of humbly ſubmitting 20, and receiving them as 
our guide, we call them in queſtion, or pervert their 
meaning, according to the caprice of our CO We 
judge that, which ſhould be our rule. 

But to bring the matter a little nearer z we be⸗ 
lieve that the Almighty is a felf-exiſting, eternal 
being, without beginning, from all eternity Gon. 
Now I deſire any man to explain, if he can, how, 
any being ſhould never begin to be ?—yet we know 
and believe, that the Almighty is ſuch a being: 


and why then may not the doctrine of the Trinity 


be as true ? which I am ſure is not more incompre- 


henſible ; 3 Which myſtery, although you are pleaſed 
| .» 
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to put 1 os. a T 1 wich . tn 

| p 51. of Our book,) yet if ygu would be io good 

as with an unprejudiced mind, to read the 1 
tures, you 12 find the Merry of the Trinity fn 
unity, a myſtery of gadlineſs; and the other a myſtery 
of iniquity the one is only the adus of three perſons. 
ſubſiſting in the unity of the Godhead; and the 
other is a God made by a creature, which is down- 
right nonſenſe, as well as blaſphemy, and is very 

near of kin to that Arian poſition, that a creature 
can create principalities, angels and worlds. If this 
be not grammatical Nonſenſe, nothing is, and widely 
different from the other; unleſs it be the ſame thing 
to name God manifeſt in tbe fleſh, and a God of 
brecd, made, or imagin'd to be ſo, by the hocus 
Pocus af a Prieſt. 

Again, there are diverſe arcana imperii, of the 
Deity, which are above our comprehenſions and 
conceptions, as well as the Trinity, which however 
we firmly believe, and are ſure that they are as true 
as that. But men ſeem to oppoſe that out of meer 
enmity, and will not believe it, becauſe they will 
not, although they will make no ſcruple to digeſt 
other things, as hard to be believed as that, and 
which they can no more account for, although all 
of them, myſterious excellencies of the divine nature; 
as, that the divine eſſence and attributes, are the 
ſame, without any compoſition; yet his infinite 
wiſdom and power are, to our apprehenſion, diſ- 
tinct, and his mercy and Juſtice, in ſome manner op- 
pofite. That he is entire in all places, yet not termi- 
nated in any; that he is above the heavens, and be- 

neath the earth; yet hath no relation of high or low, 
diſtant or near ; that he penetrates all ſubſtances, yet 
is mixed with none; that he underſtands, and yet 
receives no ideas within | himſelf; that he wills, Ao 
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| hath no motion that carries him out of himſelf; thaa 
in him, time hath no ſucteſſion; that which is paſt } 
is not gone, and that which is future is not to come; 
that he loves without paſſion, is angry without diſ- 
turbance, and repents without change: theſe per- 
fections are eſſential ta the Deity, and neceſſary for 
us to believe, though not eſſential for us to under- 
tand; our buſineſs is not to diſpute with our Ma- 
ker, but to obey his commands, and to believe 
what he has revealed of himſelf in his word. Now 
if we cannot comprehend theſe myſteries (and they 
would ceaſe to be ſo if we could; ) I ſay, if we can- 
not comprehend them, and yet cannot help giving 
our aſſent to the truth of them; why not as well 
believe the Deity of Jeſus Chriſt, and the doctrine 
of the Trinity ? and why may they not be equally 
true, being. full as plainly revealed as thoſe ? as L 
hope to make appear before I conclude, without 
torturing the text, or ſtraining the words to. make 
it out: and had not the Lord Jeſus been eſſentially 
God, can we ſuppoſe that the Almighty would have 
ſuffered ſuch pompous, but plain expreſſions in the 
Scriptures concerning him, without any rebuke? 
which have all along led moſt Chriſtian Churches 
into the faith of it ? which if not true, God has 
ſcarcely ever had a trut Church in the world, ſince 
Jeſus Chriſt firſt publiſh'd his Goſpel in it : bur all 
Chriſtians are idolaters; and we are informed by 
one that had it from Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, that ont 
ſuch ſhall inherit the kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 
„10. and then, where is the care that God takes 
of his Church ? and what is become of Chriſt's 
promiſe, that the gates of hell ſhall never prevail 
againſt it ? or that be will be with it to the end 
of the world ? 8 
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Nut 1 — 7 leave . that as on Pa 6 
| hard, if 'Chrift be not God, choſe that worſhip him 
(as ſuch) are 1DOLATERS, As you well obſerve in 
your book, (p. 72.) ſo on the other hand, if be is 
Goa, thoſe that les his Divinity are BLASPHEMERS,'' 
and deny the Father alſo, for be and the Father are 
ONE, Job. x. 30. and ſuch cannot expect to be 
faved by his blood and merits, which they thus 

trample upon; and ſuffer me, Sir, to lay, that 
this is a very awful confi deration. 
And fince Chriſtianity is #de/azry, if Chriſt i is not 
God, can we poſſibly believe, that the Gentiles, 
whoſe worſhip was barefaced idolatry, ſhould re- 
nounce Gentiliſm, (which was fo pleaſant to ſenſe) 
and embraceChriſtianity, that laid nothing but croſ- 
ſes, reſtraints, and ſufferings before them? For, 
why ſhould they leave a pleaſant idolatry, to en- 
gage in a ſuffering one? From whence it ſeems 
Plain, that they worſhip*d him as God. ' And if 
they did, Holo came they io do ſo ?— why truly 
they muſt be ſo taught, by thoſe that converted 
them, the holy Spirit at the fame time witneſſing 
it to their ſouls, and fo they were confirmed in 
this important, although nyſterious truth: And 
from that time to this, it has been received as a 
fundamental, (fo far as I can learn) in almoft every 
Church in the world : not but that ſome men, 
and thoſe of no ſmall note 100, have denied it; and 
ſo have ſome one or other, almoſt every other truth 
in the Goſpel.— Again, had Jeſus Chriſt not been 
God, can we believe, that the Almighty would 
have owned him in his abſolute godlite way of act- 

ing, ſpeaking, and behaving himſelf in the world ? 
And much leſs, that he ſhould be able to delegate 
a power to his Apoſtles, to do miracles' in his 
name 3 — they did as well as he, without nam- 
| ing. 
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I was ſuch a piece of infolence to attempt, if Chriſt. 
had not been. God, that inſtead of ſucceeding, they 
had been ſtruck. dead, . f. Nen N ay TRY 
vor judgment, ' 40-239 241 25 
, own.condu alin, e viz.) | 

7640 ſay ants thee,. take, up. thy bed 2225 8⁰ unto 
_ thine. houſe, Mark: ii. 18 11, 

I fay unto you, ſwear, nat. at WA 47 unto you, 

love. your enemies, Mark v. 3 

Hi ſaid unto the ſea, P. = Et Mank iy. 
„And to the dead man, [ ſay. unto thee, art 
Latte vii. 24 4 0 | 
And to bin bend Lazarus, come forth, fokn 
Xi 4360 > 2 ** i 

Behold, 1 gire you. power to tread. on ſerpents, 
Sec. Luke x. 19. and in My name ſhall * caſt 
out Deyils, Mart xvi. 17. 

A new commandment I give unto you, Jobs 
Kili. $71 1146} 2% 

Thel Things I command you, John xv, 17. 

The Comforter whom I will ſend unto you from 
the Father, Tobn xvi, 7. 

If I depart, I will ſend him to you—l. will give 
thee a croyyn of life, Rev. ii. 10. 

I will, be thou clean, Matt. vii. 3. * give unto 
them eternal life, Job. x. 28. 

Stretch forth thy hand, Matt. xii. 13. and i it was 
immediately whole. He rebuked the fever, and i it 
left the woman, Luke iv. 49. 

This was the language of Chriſt ; ro the whole 
creation obeyed him, as I the Father Han had 
ſpoke from heaven. 

The prophets of old came with a Thus ſaith. the 
Lord ; and can we ſuppoſe, that the meek and hum- 
ble] eſus, would — dene theſe things in his own 

name, 
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name, and not rather Have ſaid In the name r 
God my Father, or in the name of he Father; 
or by the authority given me by the Father, I com- 


*F N . i, . N 
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pps # fo and ſo, had he bèema meer creature? but 


ſo far from that, that he puts on an air of equality, 
even when he pre the Father. Father, I 
WILL, that they alſo, whom thou haſt given me, 
may be with me where Tam, Job. xvũ . 3 1 
will — not, I pray thee, to grant it. 

Now his Apoſtles acted not at all in this manner, 
that is, they did not come with an I ſay, /o and /o, 
as Chriſt did; yet it is very obſervable that they 
did not act in 'the name of the Father, but in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt ony; which ſurely they would 
never have done, had he been a meer Creature; nor 
would God have ſuffer'd ſuch an inſult upon his 
honour. 
In the name of Feſus Chrif « Nazareth, riſe up 
and walk, As iii. 6. 

His name, thro? faith in bis name, bath made this 
man ſtrong, ver. 16. 

To the ſpirit of fvib sss Pau did, 1 com- 
mand thee, in the name ne of Jeſus" Chriſt, to come 
out, Adds xvi. 18. | 

Be it known unto you all, and to all the peo ple 
of Vrael, that, by thename of Jeſus Chriſt cee 
even by bim, doth this man ſtand before you whole, 
Alls ! A 

Peter ſaid unto him,  Eneas, Tofu Chr; if mak: 
eth thee whole, Acts ix. 34. 

Theſe cures and many others, were wrought i in 
bis name, after he bad left the world, and they all ſuc- 
geeded, as if he had been preſent ; and the Father 
himſelf, could not have done more: and ſhall we, 
porwithſtanding all this, fay, Jeſus « Chi is a Crea- 
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„The Apoſtles; Paul and Barna Rſs 
were offer'd 1acrifice' for healing a/ cripple,” refuſtd 
it with indignation, ſaying, "Sirs, thy" do ye. be 
things ? we alſo are men of like" paſſions with '\youp 
&c. Ats xiv. 13, & . Bur Jefus Chriſt ne ver re-! 
buked any, that paid the higbeſt honours to him; 
no! not even Thomas, When he called him, My 
Lord and my God 1 # "if Ah & 071! Ren 101 
Such expreſſions are dus gr fer any created , 
being to receive, or for any tõ give a meer creature, 
or for the Almighty to ſuffer or own ; and that Je- 
ſus Chriſt was "worſhiped, as God, by the primi- 
tive Chriſtians, you was once ſo kind as to acknow- 
ledge,” in your * preface to Miri Stennot's bool of 
hymns; it he not the ere xa nach 14 hat be was 
then rn nic) yt aaaths 9 egnich is nem ye 
Thus having ſhewed that the Divine Eſſence ia 
not to be comprehended by any meer creature I 
come to prove my ſecond propoſition, (in.) 
' 24ly, That we daily experience many things to 
* realities, which we cannot comprehend, and 
2 we readily believe _ without heſitation. e. 


4 
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, In which preface, P. 25, 26. he quotes an eile from Play 
the younger, to Trajan the Emperor, about ſeventy one years 
after the death of Chriſt, wherein he ſays, that. the whole 
fam of the offence or error of the Chriftians, lay in this, that 
they were wont on a ſet day, to meet together, before ſun 

riſe, and to ſing together an hymn to Chriſt, as Gop, &c. 

By this ungueſtionable authority (ſays this Gentleman, ſo much 

ol late years an Arian} we ſee what account the Chriſtians 

. of that time, gave of their own praftice, (viz. ) chat 1 _ 
religious aſſemblies they ſung ſongs or hymns to Carile, 5 

_ Gov. Now it is very ſtrange, that this — 
ſhould produce ſo early a witneſs of | Chriſt's being worſhip'd 
as God, as only. ſeventy one years after his death, and yet 
afterwards renounce that important article of the chriſtian 
faith, and contigued' ſo to do to his death : what ſhall we 

bey to theſe things ? the beſt of us are but men! 


di 10 There i. is a union EY foul and-body. 
Ts is what no body denies, but the modus of —4 
union, ho does pretend to define. ? that reaſon 


and ſpirit ſhould. unite. with matter, is no leſs aſto- 
niſning than trite : ad why may we not as well 
believe that the Deity:was lunited to fleſh, without 
changing the divine nature i — ereated one, or a 


created nature into a divine cauſe ſuch a tranſ- 
formation: is utterly, 3 with- the Deity, as 

vell as with the ry imperfection of the crea- 
tuſe 2 but God can bring about à perſonal union 
between two infinitely: different natures, without 


theo deſtruction of either, or mingling both toge · 


ther. Surely, he who has overcome the infinite 
diſtance that there is between ſomet bing and nothing: 
by making all things out of nothing by his almighty 

Fal, can meet with no difficulty, in joining two 
ne differing ſomethings together, in the divine 
and human natures of Chriſt. And it ſeems more 
5 difficult to conceive, how the divine; eſſence, ſhould 
de every where, without a perſonal union, with er 


very individual perſon and thing, than that it ſhould 


be in a perſonal. union, with the human nature of 
our Saviour. 


And ſince there 6 e as well as ; onple 


natures, why may there not be alſo complex, as 
well as /imple perſons? 


(2.) This we know that we. are fearfally and 


wond:r fully made, Pſ. cxxxix. 14. but we know not 
the way of the Spirit, nor how the bones do grow 


in the womb, of her that is with child : even ſo, 


fays the wiſe man, thou e not the works of 
God, who maketh all. 
(3.) Who can give an adequate redfon, why one 
and the ſame ſpot of earth, ſhould produce the fig 
and the bryar ? the grape and thorn ? who can 
| ; account 
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*coun the ; arab paranoia 
moſt grateful odour of — 05 or even Ne 
raſs of che field 2 19 
Why does pecies of che feather! wide 
not oni warble out — Praiſe with dif- 
ferent harmony from the = in uner ring notes, 
but with i archi re, build their "Teſts 
without a teacher 240 
| and contrary to'all others . br are they. not , 
| new productions every day ? and why are no two 
| faces ale? here is the bold man that can ex- 
I plain theſe things? What is his name ? or what is 
Ibis Son's name if thou canſt tell ? none can do it, 
but he that gathereth the wind in his fiſt, and bindy 
up the waters in a garment, who hath eftabhſ}h*d 
all the ends of the earth, Prov. xxx. 4, Jebodab 
| is his name, and his Son's name is Emmanuel, God 
with us, Iſa. vi. 14. God manifeſt in the feſh, 
| 1 Tim. ii. 16. Jeſus Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, 
| and to day, and for ever. Heb. xili. 8. It is he that 
knoweth theſe things, becauſe he knoweth all 
7 things. Job. xvi. 30.— and is therefore God, for 
f he that is omniſcient muſt be fo, it being God's 
peculiar. Tlierefore to ſay a meer creature, knows 
* all things, is to affirm, what is impoſſible to be. 
Thus having reaſon'd, 2 minore ad majus, and 
ſhew'd,that many things are realities that are above 
'- F obtir comprehenſion, ' which however we 'firmly be- 
live; the inference I make from the whole, is, that 
| as the modus of the ſubſiſtence of the Deity is not 
reveabd to us, nor are we capable to underſtand it, 
if it was; it is poſible that there may be three per- 
ſons in the Godhead, as well as one; and as the Scrip- 
tures tell us /o (if we may believe what we read) we 
ought to belive it, although we cannot underſtand 
how it ſhould be, aa 
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And (I.) There-is'a union of the ſoul and body. 
his is what no body denies, but the modus of that 

| union, who does pretend to define? that reaſon 
and ſpirit ſhould unite. with matter, is no leſs aſto- 

_ niſhing than true 3 a why may we not as well 
believe that the Deit) was United to fleſh, without 
qhanging the divine nature idee a created one, or a 
created nature into a divine? berauſe ſuch a tranſ- 

formation; is utteti inconſiſtent with the Deity, as 
vell as with the neeęſſary impetfection of the crea- 
tuſe : but God can bring about à perſonal union 
between two infinitely different natures, without 

theo deſtruction of either, or mingling both toge · 

ther. Surely, he whb cas overcome the infinite 
diſtance that there is between ſometbhing and nothing; 
by making all things out of not hing by his almighty 

Jots can meet with no difficulty, in joining two 

infioitely differing ſometbings together, in the divine 
and human natures of Chriſt. And it ſeems more 

1 5 diffieult to conceive, how the divine eſſence, ſhould 

| beevery where, without a perſonal union, with e: 
very individual perſon and thing, than that it ſhould 
be in a perſonal. NOR. with the — nature of 
our Saviour. 

And ſince there are e a8 _ as ſimple 
natures, why may there not be alſo complex, as 
well as /imple perſons? 

(2.) This we know that wwe. are | fearfully. and 
unde fully made, Pſ. cxxxix. 14. but we know not 
the way of the Spirit, nor how the bones do grow 
in the womb, of her that is with child : even ſo, 
fays the wiſe man, thou knoweſ not the works of 
Cod, who maketh all. 

(3-) Who can give an adequate reaſon; why one 
and the fame ſpot of earth, ſhould produce the fig 


and the bryar ? the grape and thorn ? who can 
account 
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graſs of the field is green? 


his Son's name if thou canſt tell? none can do it, 


* 


pr? R —— 0 ths” Fob" Por 


Why does every [pecies of che feather'd" tribe, 
not only warble out their Maker's Praiſe with dif- 
ferent harmony from the reſt, in unerring note, 
but with 5 architecture, build their neſts 
without a teacher, agreeably to their own kind, 
and contrary to all others 2 why are they not 
new productions every day? and why are no two 
faces ale? here is the bold man that can ex- 
plain theſe things? what is his name ? or what is 


but he that gathereth the wind in his fiſt, and binds 
up the waters in a garment, who hath eſtabliſh*d 
all the ends of the earth, Prov. xxx. 4, Jebovab 


is his name, and his Son's name is Emmanuel, God 
with us, Ifa. vii. 14. God manifeſt in the fleſh, 


1 Tim. iii. 16. Jeſus Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, 


and to day, and for ever. Heb."xiit. 8. It is he that 
knoweth theſe things, becauſe he knoweth all 


things. Job. xvi. 30. — and is therefore God, for 


he that is omniſcient muſt be %, it being God's 
peculiar. Tlierefore to ſay a meer creature, knows 
all things, is to affirm, what is impoſſible to be. 

Thus having reaſon'd, 2 minore ad majus, and 
ſhew'd,that many things are realities that are above 
otir comprehenſion, | which however we firmly be- 
live; the inference T make from the whole, is, that 
as the modus of the ſubſiſtence of the Deity is not 
reveabd to us, nor are we capable to underſtand it, | 
if it was ; it is poſible that there may be three per- 

ſons in the Godhead, as well as one; and as the Scrip- 
tures tell us /o (if we may believe what we read) we 
ought to belive it, although we cannot underſtand 
how it ſhould be, | a 
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is: pou to our "——_— ; — one, and but 
one ſun, in our ſolar ſyſtem. ; this ſun has a body, 
light, and heat, yet it is but. one ſun. I do not fay, 
that this is an adequate compariſon, for nothing 
ought, or can be compar d to the Godhead ; I on- 
Iy infer a palſibility, of a Trinity in Unity, ſince 
Y, is not impoſſible, even in created beings. 
The way being clear d thus far, I conceive. ie 
very much to the purpoſe in this place, to ſay ſome- 
what of the idea, we ought to form of the Divine 
Eſſence; that the terms, begotten, proceeding, per- 
ſon, trinity, &c. may, as far as poſſible, be brought 
down to our capacities, and no longer be call'd un- 
zntelligible abſurdities, or _ ſublime nonſenſe, &cc. 
but that we may be able in ſome fort, to know 
whereof we affirm. 

In human generation, the Son is begotten in the 
ſame nature with the Father, by derivation, or de- 
cifion, of part of the ſubſtance of the parent; but 
this deciſion includeth imperfection, becauſe it ſup- 
poſeth a ſubſtance divifible, and conſequently cor- 
poreal ; whereas the Divine Eſſence is incorporeal, 
ſpiricual and indiviſible, and therefore its nature 
is really communicated to the Son and Spirit, not 
by derivation or deciſion, but by a a total and ple- 

nary communication. 

In natural conceptions, the F ather neceſſarily 5 
preceedeth the Son, and begetteth one younger than 
himſelf; but we muſt ſuppoſe the imperfection of 
mortality to be wholly remov'd, when we ſpeak of 
him who inhabiteth eternity. The eſſence which. 
the Father had, wit bout beginning; without begin- 
ning he did communicate, being always Father, and 
always God. So likewiſe the Jon, who, without 
ins. was of the ſame eſſence with Da F — | 


——ä — 


aca] being kom Al etenhity SA is of the e 9 
did From eternity partake of his nature, and So; | 
was always a Son, and always God, altho in time 
he took our natures, and became man; in which 
ine fable union, each of the natures preſerve i its pros 
per form, with all the neceſſary conſequences pro- 
ceeding from it. The human nature, is Joined to 
the eternal Word, but not chang d ineo its divini- 
ty; it is not infinite and rmpaſſible + its divinity is 
united to fleſh, but not transformed into its nature; 
it is not finite and Paſfible : and althou 1 chere is 
a diſtinction, there is no ſeparation; KN uk are two - 
natures, but one ſole Jeſus. In the ſame ſubſiſt- 
ence, the Creator and the creature are miraculouſly 

allied. 175 
The truth z is; the Divine Eflence which Chriſt 
had before he was conceiv'd of the Virgin Mary, 
he had (ſpeaking of him in the relation of a Son) 
not of himſelf, but by communication from the Fa- 
ther; for there can be but one eſſence properly di- 
vine, and ſo but one God; for, a plurality of Eflences 
muſt needs infer a „ of Gods, which all Trinita- 
rians deny. But Ho the Deity was eternally com- 
munieated, we can no more comprehend, than we 
can how the Deity it {elf can exiſt, and yet never did 
begin to be; which, nevertheleſs; we know is a 
truth, not to be denied. All thi gs (ays Chriſt) 
that the Father hath, are mine, berauſe in him 
dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead, bodily, and 
where there is 4 fulneſs, nothing can be added to 
it. If the Son has the fulneſs of the Godhead dwel- 
ling in him, he muſt be God; for the fulneſs of 
the Godhead cannot dwell in a meer creature, the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain it, much leſs 4 
meer man. But Chriſt and the Father are one, yet 
in that perfect and 2 equality, there is, not- 
withſtand⸗ 


Godhead, not from the Son or Holy Ghoft ; where- 
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as, it is communicated from the Father zo the Son, 
and from both Father and Son, to the Holy Ghoſt. 
Chriſt is the true God and eternal life, but that he 
is fo, is by communication from the Father; not 
that the efſence of the Father is greater than the ef 
fence of the Son (when they are confider'd as God} 
for they are the ſame eſſence; but when they are 
conſider*d as Father and Sen, they are diftinguifh'd 
by a priority of order, though there cannot be a pri- 
ority of efſence ; for whatever is of the eſſence of 
God muſt be eternal; and thus his mercy and juf- 
_ tice, his truth and faithfulneſs, his immutability and 
eternity, Sc. are all of his eſſence; and it is no ſole- 
eiſin to ſay (although it is no Scripture expreſſion) 
that they are co-ezernal with him; and then, why 
may we not ſay, that the Son, who is the wiſdom 
of the Father, Prov. viii. and 1 Cor. i. 24. is co- 
eternal with him alſo, fince the wifdom of God is 
inſeparable from, and co- eternal with him, and of 
his eſſence ; and although as to their effence the Fa- 
ther and Son are equal, yet in that equality the Son 
confeſſeth a priority, Zobn x. 29. ſaying, the Fa- 
ther (as a Father) is greater than I : or, he is great- 
er, conſider'd as God, and the Son confider'd fonly} 
as Mediator, or with reſpect ozly to his human na- 
ture. Now if Chriſt is the wiſdom of the Father, 
and his wiſdom is co- eternal with him, then Chriſt 
is co- eternal with the Father; and whatever is co- 
eternal with God, muſt be co- equal and co-effential 
with him alfo : ſo that by this argument alone, Chriſt 
is demonſtrated to be very God, beyond all contra- 
dict ion. This way of reaſoning muſt be allowed, or 
the Scriptures be denied, and we be guided by con- 
tradictions, And farther, although the Father and 
oY 1 * * ma 
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Son are equal, with reſpect to the divine Eſſenſe, 
yet the Father is greater, when conſider'd as com- 
municating his Godhead. There is no difference or 
inequality in their nature or eſſence, becauſe the 
ſame in both ; and Chriſt cannot have any part of 
it communicated to him, but the whole, becauſe ir 
is immaterial and indiviſible: and from hence ap- 
peareth the truth of thoſe words of Chrift, juſt na- 
ed (viz.) I and my Father are oxe ; where the plu- 
rality of the verb, and the neutrality of the noun, 
with the diſtin&ion of their perſons, beſpeak a per- 
fect identity of their Eſſence, the Father and the 
Son are one in Eſſence, although diſtin& Per- 
ſons 4; not in regard of a diſtin Deity, but in re- 
gard of the manner of having the ſame Deity. 

And here it ought to be obſerv*d, that the Deity 
abſtradtly conſider d, neither begets nor is begotten ; - 
but it is the diſtinct perſon of the Father, that be- 
gets the diſtin perſon of the Son, after an incom- 
prehenſible manner; and in ſo doing, communi- 
cates his ©wn individual Deity to the Son: and they 
remain, not two Gods, but two diſtinct Perſons, 
that have union and communion in the ſame Deity ; 
and thus they are one in greatneſs and power; not 
in the greatneſs and power of the Father, as per ſo- 
nal, and proper to the Father, as a diſtinst Perſon, 


but as he is Gad. Now, in the Trinity, the divine 


Perſons are not ſeparated or divided from each other, 

but do all of them (though diſtin) yet .co-exiſt in 
the union and communion of one and the ſame in- 
dividual Deity ; and ſa they are one God, by that 
one individual Deity, and three diſtinct Perſons, by 
their three relative perſonal perfections, by which 
they are related unto, and diftinguiſh'd from 
one another: and the communication of the 
Deity from the Father to. the Son, was — 


” — 
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and not without himſelf, or ſeparate- from Meg 
o as to give it away from himfelf; but it was from 
eternity, when there was nothing but one God, Fs a- 
ther, Son, and Spirit, co-exiſting by a neceſſary and 
eternal emanation from,and with a relation to one a- 
nother, after an incomprehenſible manner, 45.70 us. 
And this is the moſt perfect idea I can attain to of this 
great Myſtery : the plummet of my reaſon will fa- 
thom no deeper; ſhould I wade on, I ſhould be 
out of my depth; and ſhould I Fey farther, 1 
thould grow blind. 
And now as to he word Trinity, although 3 it be 
not to be found in ſo many letters or Hllables in the 
new Teſtament, yet the ſubſtance and meaning of it 
is found there plainly, and words tantamount to it, 
As for example; there are Fhree that bare record 
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and theſe three are one, 1 John v. 7. 
Which, you ſay, is not found in the moſt antient 
copies, nor. was made ule of in the controverſies 
with Arius, and' his followers ; both which, as I am 
inform'd,'is a miſtake : however, there is proof e- 
nough of the thing without it, in words of the ſame 
import; fo I ſhall not controvert that matter here. 
Thus having explain'd ſome of thoſe terms, which 
many make a great ſtumbling block of, and ſhewed 
che poſſibility of a Trinity in Unity, in the Godhead, 
1 muſt make one obfervation (although it be out of 
place here) which, as far as I know, has not been 
taken notice of by any that have engaged in this 
controverſy, and that is this. St. Paul was a Jew, 
a Phariſee, a perſecuter, a hater of Chriſt and his 
doctrine, as well as an enemy to idolatry z had no 
notion of redemption by a crucified Saviour, and 
who, upon his miraculous converſion, had no in- 
Crodtion from any nan, nor did he g9 up to Jeru- 
alem 


E 


: ' \ _ = . R : men 

, * F . ; ; N 4 [oa ne de Sant | 4 n n G . n ng 
* 3 * * * * * . * i 5 "M? * ak 1 800 MY * * * 9 9 * * Ny n * Sad 5 AY * * 2 N 9 5. ” 2 * 7 by. 1 "= 
. SS ? — 3 * 92 2 . : a "Wau 25 

1 - : "oe 3 E 5 * L Bs * r #4 2 wy” n ——ũ—ỹ: — 

1 3 8 4 5 4 4 „ q : / *. = F, 
of ths ſame Eſſence” wp "FATHER. 27 

4 

falemto be inſtructed by the Apoſtles until alter , 


he had viſited Arabia; And it was three years ers 
he ſaw Peter; and ſaw none elſe, fave James, the } 


Lord's Brother, Gal. i. 16, 17, 18, 19. Let this 
Apoſtle's writings abound with the moſt pompous 
expreſſions of our Lord's Divinity, and ſuch as are 
to be found no where elſe ; and he ſays ſuch things 


of him as no other does. Sir, how came St. Paul 


to know, that Jeſus Chriſt was “ the brightneſs of 
A his Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his 

tc perſon ?* that he was © in the form of God, and 
6 thought it no robbery to be equal with God ? 
that he is God over Al bleſſed for ever? that 
he is © the image ofthe inviſible God? that in 
* him dwells the fulneſs of the Godhead, bodily ?? 
and diverſe other expreſſions, too high to be appli- 
cable to any meer creature. Wo told St. Paul all 
this? why, ſays he, Gal. ii. 12. My Goſpel is nos 
after men, neither receiv'd I it of man, but was 
taught it by the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. And it 
muſt needs be ſo, for. we find not thaſe expreſſions, 
nor any fuch like (which are to be. found in St. 
Paul's writings) any where elſe; and-Jeſus Chriſt 
revealing theſe things to him, who beſt knew what 
himſelf was; and St. Paul aſſuring us that he had 
them not from man, but from Jeſus Chriſt ; the 
natural and undeniable inference is, that he is G0 ; 
over all, Gon. bleſſed for ever, Rom. ix. 5. God 
manifeſt in the fleſh, 1 Tim. in. 16. How came 
St. Paul to write thus of Chriſt, whom but lately he 
was a perſecutor of ? had Chrift been only a man, 
theſe expreſſions had not only been needleſs, but 
blaſphemous: yet St. Paul had this doctrine, not 
from man, but from Chriſt himſelf , which could not 
be true, if Chriſt was a meer man, for he had them 
from him only ; therefore he is Gon, - deny the 
conſequence y who can, St. 
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St. Poul knew that dreadful text full well, Curſed 
1 the man that irufteth in Max, Jer. xvii. 5. 
yet he truſted in Jeſus Chriſt, and defir'd to be 
found in him, having on his righteouſneſs ; and 
ſays, that there is ne ſalvation in any other: and if 


this be not to bring himſelf under the curſe, if Chriſt 


be a meer man, I know not what is. 

He knew alſo that remarkable text, Fer. xl. 1 5. 
and 25. That none but God can be compared with 
God, and none like him but himſelf; there can be 
no image of the inviſible God by any creature, and 
yet Jeſus Chriſt is call'd /o 3 and thaugh God chal - 
lenges an Equal, St. Paul aſſures us, that Jeſus 
Chriſt being in the form of God, thought it no rob- 
very to be his 
in the form of God, muſt be God eſſential: the 
thing is undeniable, —and therefore Chriſt is God 
eſſential. And this he himſelf revealed to St. Paul, 
and is therefore true. 

And now, if after all this Chriſt was not God 
equal with the Father, either (1.) St. Paul muſt be 
an impoſter, in pretending to receive his revelations 
from Jeſus Chriſt, when he did not: or (2.) _ 
 xevelations were diabolical deluſions, and a lye : 


41.843.) thoſe writings which go in St. Paul's — 


are ſpurious, and none of his: or (4. ) we muſt not 
believe our ſenſes, when we read his writings, but 
the direct contrary to what he affirms, when he ſays 
thoſe things. 

And nothing can be more incredible, than that 
the Apoſtles ſhould agree in this very matter, if it 
was not true; or that they ſhould thus write, if 
Jeſus Chriſt was but a creature. Or to what pur- 
poſe ſhould they do it? why ſhould they this. rob 


God of his glory, which he has declar'd he will not 


part with ? 40. x1u, 8. Or what end did this _ 


equal ; and no marvel, for he that is 
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of writing anſwer ? ——Indecd Jeſus Chrift did nor 
fay, in ſo many words, that he was God, equal with 
the Father ; there was no neceffity for fuch an af- 
ſertion : but he ſaid what was equivalent to it, and 
appeal'd to his works, for evidence of the truth x 
and he ſaid ſo much, that the Jets accus'd him of 
blaſphemy z and had he ſpoke more plain, they 
would probably have maffacred him before his 
time; or had he ſhewed his glory more plainly, 
they would (very likely) have prevented his cruci- 


fixion, and ſo have fruſtrated man's redemption ; 


for had they known it, they would not have crucified 
the Lord of glory, 1 Cor. i. 8. "a 
Hie veil'd his glory, that he might be capable 
to do the work he came about ; yet could have 
either ſtruck all his enemies dead by his power, or 
have conveyed himſelf from them, or have calP& 


for a legion of angels to reſcue him from the croſs. 


But this was not the deſign of his coming, which 
was to reconcile us to God by the blood of his croſs ; 
that is, as many as receive him, or believe on his name, 
and to them He gave power to become the children 
of God, Joh. i. 12.— He gave it! and not the Fa- 


ther. Can a meer creature give power to ſinful, | 


miſerable, degenerate men, to become the Sons of 


| God ? Yet ſuch an one as Jeſus Chriſt, that is both 


God and Man, could; but no meer man could pof- 
ſibly do it. And it is to be noted, that we do not 
become children of God, by believing on the name 
of God the Father (the text does not fay fo) but on 
the name of Feſus Chriſt ; who is Emmanuel, God 
with us, or in our nature; for no meer creature can 
give power to another creature to become a child 
of God, who is by nature a child of wrath. No- 
thing lefs than an Almighty fiat can do this, ſuch 
as made the world; but JeſusChriſt made the you 
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| 400 E i it is gh „. gives ies to 3 the 
; children of God; for all that are ſo, become ſo by 
faith in him, Gal. iü. 24. But what faith can we 


have in him, if he is only a creature? what muſt we 


believe concerning him ?——Faith is call'd a ** 


ftery, 1 Tim. ii. 9. But where is the myſtery of 
believing Jeſus Chriſt to be a meer creature? but it 


is a great myſtery | and a myſtery of godline/s too, 


to believe in him as God-Man, or God manifeſt in 
the fleſh, ver. 16. 


Thus have I ſaid ſomewhat of that abundance. 


that might be ſaid in proof of our Saviour's divini- 


ty. The next ſtep I ſhall take; ſhall be to evince 


it from his io attributes, appellations, ado- 


rations and praiſes which were given to him, and 
by works of divine providence that are aſeribed to 
him, 3 with the F ather. | 


25 His OPERATIONS. 


The g I creation is aſcrib'd to 1 dhe 
ſame as to God the Father. 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the 


earth, Gen 1.1. _ 

In the beginning was the Word, the Mord was 
with God (and which crowns all) the Word was 
God, Joh. i. 1. 

By the Word or Divine Logos, I think needs no 
Proof that thereby is meant the Son of God, becauſe 
it is e nerally 0 55 by all Partie z Or if not, yet 


made 
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made that was made, Fobn 1 L 1, 2, 2. and ver. 10. 
He was in the world, and the world was made by 
him ; the very ſame that is predicated of God, 
oY i. 1. as aboveſaid. And left it ſhould be ſup* . 
pos'd that he created only material beings, we ate 
told, that by him wete created all things that are 
created in heaven, and that are in the earth, viſible 
and inviſible, whether they be thrones,” or domi- 
nians, principalities and Powers. Att THINGS were 
not only created by Him but (and which is very 
aſtoniſhing, if he were a rneer creature * for Bim, 
allo ; the ſame that is ſaid of the Father, Rev. iv. 
1i.—for thou haſt created all things, and for thy 
pleaſure, they are and were created. 

Now the poſition laid down and proved bete IS, 
thatJeſus Chriſt created all things. And the Apoſtle 
aſſures us, Heb. iii. 4. that be that built (or made) 
all things, is God; from whence reſults this infer- 
ence, that Jeſus Chriſt is God, becauſe he made all 
things. I challenge all mankind to deny the con- 
cluſion. 

And I am very ſure, that if the Arians could pro- 
duce ſuch an argument to prove him a neef crea- 
zure, there would be no end of the repetition of it. 

And if it be anſwer d, that the Father could delt- 
gate this power to a creature, it is only begging the 
queſtion ; for although he can do what he will, 
yet he cannot will any thing that is a contrudiction, 
or contray to his nature. From whence we may fay, 
without offence, that he cannot dye, that he cannot 
deny himſelf,nor lye, c. becauſe theſe things are con- 
trary to his nature, and a contradiction; and for him 
to give power to a meer creature to create, is allo 4 
contradiction. A creature can be but. à creature, 
however great and excellent his nature may be; bur | 
he that can create, is a Creator, and not 4 — ; 


1 * fit Thr, Got 2 , 


the very idea of ſuch a being will mir of nothing 


elſe. A creature indeed may produce many excel- 
kent things out of pre-exiſting matter, but to create, 
naturally ſuppoſeth the producing of ſomething out 
of nothing, which is the peculiar of Omnipotence, and 
not the work of any creature; and therefore if 
Chriſt Jeſus created the world, he! is a Creator, and 
conſequently God, equal with the Father. There is 
no created being: that can annihilate the ſmalleſt 
atom, it is contrary to the nature of a creature 


to annihilate : and it is as impoſſible that he ſhould | 


create; the very conſtitution of his being, is a con- 
tradiction to it. 

I pray the favour of you, Sir, ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider of theſe arguments: it is poſſible you may 
not have conſider'd every thing relating to this con- 
troverſy; and you was ſo good as to aſſure me, 
that you was not ſo unalterably fixed in your ſenti- 
ments, as not to recede from them, if better argu- 
ments were 2 than what you had * met 
with. 

The next argument I ſhall bring to prove our 
Saviour's Divinity, is from thoſe ATTRIBUTES, 
which cannot belong to any but the Almighty, yet 
are given to Jeſus Chriſt, not only the communica- 
ble, but the incommunicable attributes alſo. 

There are indeed ſome of God's attributes, that 
may be ſaid to be communicable, even to his crea- 
tures, becauſe they are with ſome analogy found in 
them, as to be holy, wiſe, merciful, juſt, Sc. yet 
even theſe are aſcrib*d to Chriſt, in a quite different 
manner, than they are to any creature, of what 
rank ſoever. Thus he is not only ſaid to be wi/e, 
but wiſdom itſeif. Therefore ſaid the <vi/dom of 
God, Luk. xi, 49.—Chriſt the wiſdem of God, 
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Again, hes not only call d por but ee, | 
cally, the Þoly One, As xii. 35. Thou will not 
ſuffer, thy holy One to ſee corruption. See alſo 
Rev. iii. 7. And altho he once refus'd to be called 


good Maſter, when given him only in compliment, by 


one that did not own his Deity, Matt. xix. 17. yet 
he elſewhere call'd himſelf the good Shepherd, which 
is as high a title, as good Maſter. 

Again, he is not only true (1 Jobn v. 10. ) but 
he is truth itſelf. —I am—the truth—Joh. xiv. 6. 
and can any of theſe things be ſaid of a meer 
creature ? "IR 
But there are ſome of God's attributes that are 
utterly incommunicable, asOmnipreſence, Eternity, 
Omniſcience, Omnipotence, Sc. Theſes cannot be 
applicable to any creature, yet they are all appli- 
ed to Chriſt, and therefore he is God, 


G.) OMNIPRESE NCE. 


It is ſaid of God, that he 27 all places, Jer. 
XXill. 24. So Pſal. cxxxix. 7, 8, 9, 10. Whither 
ſhall I flee from thy preſence ! ? if I aſcend up into 
heaven, thou art there; if I F my bed in hell, 


thou art there; if I take the wings of the morn- 


ing, and dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea, |! 

even there ſhall thy hand lead me, and thy right | 

hand ſhall hold me. 
Even fo, Jeſus Chriſt is ſaid to fill all Ibings, Eph. 


iv. 10. And to fl! all in all, Eph. i. 22. And 


wherever two or three are gather'd together in 
bis name, he has promis'd to be in the midſt of 
them, Matt. xviii. 20.—And lo! I am with you 
ates even unto the end of the world, Matr. xxviii. 

And 1s ſaid to be in heaven whilſt he was on 


So, Job. in. 1 13 Now the term 2wbereſcever, ox 


whenewers 
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ct Chriſt, "God 15 Nature, 88 


wherever: imports ebiquity, which none .can claim; 
but God only. Can a meer creature be in mil- 
lions of places at once ? which Chriſt muſt be, to 
make good this promiſe, to be preſent wherever 
two or three are gather*d together in his name, or 

for his worſhip : : therefore he is God, 2 


(2.) ETERNITY and IMMUTABIL . 
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Theſe pecylarly belong to God, and cannot be 
found in any creature. He is from everlaſting to 
everlaſting, P/al. ix. 2. And, [am the Lord, and 
F change not, Mal. ili. 6. And the ſame is ſaid of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Heb. xiii. 8. Jeſus Chriſt, the ſaniz 
Yeſterday, and to day, and for ever; without begin- 
ning of days, or end of life, Heb. vii. 3. The alpha 
and the omega, the firſt, and the laſt, the Al- 
MIGHTY, Rev. i. 8. and left we ſhould imagine 
that theſe things were not ſpoke of Chriſt, but of 
the Father, we have it explain'd in favour of Chriſt, 
Kev. ii. 8. (viz.) And theſe things ſaith the rixsꝝ 
and the Las tr, that was dead and is alive.—Again, 
it is ſaid, that his goings forth have been of old, 
even from everlaſting, Mic. v. 7. And directly ap- 
ply'd to Chriſt, Matt. ii. 5, 6. beyond contra- 
diction. 


Now if Jeſus Chriſt be without 3 of days, 
from everlaſting, the firſt, and the laſt, the Almighty, 
then he is God, equal with the Father, for the Fa- 
ther can claim no greater title, nor lay greater claim 
to eternity, then this : nor can any of theſe texts be 
interpreted or applied any voir way, nor to any 
other perſon, but to Chriſt on without the moſt 
annatural force, and greateſt abſurdity, 
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This is Gods fole prerogative, and it is a 22 
tradiction to ſay, that any creature is omniſcient.— 
Thou, even thou only, knoweſt the ne of the 
children of men, 1 Kings viii. 39. 

And Jeſus Chriſt doth the ſame, I am * hich 
ſearcheth the reins and the heart, Rev. ii. 23.— 
Thou knoweſt all things, ſays Peter to Chriſt, 
Job. xxi. 17.— He knew all men, and what was 


in man, Job. ii. 24, 25. — He knew their thoughts, 


Matt. ix. 4, 12, 25.-He perceived the thoughts 
of their hearts: (He did it of himſelf, it was not 


reveal'd to him,) Luk. ix. 47.—As the Father Know- 


eth me, even ſo know I the Father, Job. x. 1g. 
Pray obſerve, he knows the Father as fully, and 

perfectly, as the Father knows him: now the Fa- 
2 knoweth Chriſt, and all things elſe, witli a per- 
felt, unerring, and almighty knowledge, ſo as no 
creature can pretend to; nor is it poſſible in the 


nature of the thing, for a creature to have ſuch a 


knowledge communicated to him, nor is he capable 


to receive ſuch knowledge, becauſe he is a creature: 


and therefore, if Jeſus Chriſt has this knowledge of 
the Father, it moſt neceſſarily follows, that he is 
eſſentially Cod; the conſequence is undeniable. 
Now, as the woman of Samaria ſaid of him, 
come ſee a man that told me all things that ever 1 
did, Is not this the Chris ? ſo I may very juſtly 
alk concerning him, he that ſearcheth the heart, that 
knowsthsF ather, even as theFather knoweth him, 
that ktioweth'the thoughts of the heart, and, in one 


word, that xnoweth all things, 1s nor chis perſon 


God ? ſurely he is, or we ſhall never know who 
is II could * but my deſign'd brevity 


forbids it | 
(4) dunt ; 


| 4 | = 1 ow * W 
(43 OMNIP OTENCE. 


This is the Father's attribute, and incommunica- 
ble to any creature. I am the Almighty God, Gen, 
xvii. 1.—And Lord of Tofts, 2 Sam. vii. 26. and 
in many other texts, wholly needleſs to quote, be- 
cauſe you, and all men, allow the Father to be om- 

nipotent. Vet this attribute is given to Jeſus 
Chriſt. —He is call'd the Almighty, Rev. i. 8.— 
Moſt mighty, Pſal. xlv. 3.— The mighty God, Ia, 
ix. 6.—The great God, Tit. ii. 1 3.—Our God, Iſa. 
xl. 3.—Expreſly apply'd to Chriſt, Luk. iii. 4, 5, 
6. Whatſoever things (without any exception) that 
the Father doth, theſe alſo doth the Son, Fob. v. 
19. And as the Father raiſeth the dead, and quick- 
eneth whom he will, even ſo, the Son quickeneth 
whom be will alſo, Job. v. 21 Ae is alſo able to 
ſubdue all things to himſelf, Phil. iii. 2.1.—Lord of 
Hoſts, Hoſ. xii. 4, 5. Yea, he had power over the 
Angel, and prevail'd.—He found him in Bethel, 
even the Lord God of hoſts—referring to Jacob's 
wreſtling with the Angel, Gen. xxxil. Who,al- 
though call'd a man, ver. 24. becauſe appearing 
in the form of a man, yet was really God. For it 
is ſaid, ver. 28. as a Prince haſt thou power with | 
God. And after he had aſk'd him his name, and 
was denied it, he call'd the place Pexiel, ver. 30. 
For, ſays he, I have ſeen God, face to face ; and it 
could not be the Father, for no man can ſee him 
and live; and if not the Father, and yet God, it 
muſt be the Son, and that Son, muſt e for 
Jacob ſaw God— And he that bath ſeen the Jon, bash 
ſeen the Father, Joh. xiv. 9. Becauſę be is in the | 
Father, and the Father in him, Joh. xiv. 20. And 
- ſo in him, that be and the Fatber are one, Joh. x. | 
30. Being in the form of God, and equal with oo 


- 
- 
- 
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me every knee all bow, and every tongue ſhall 
(wear, 1/a. xlv. 23. And of Chrift it is written, at 
tte name of Jeſus every knee ſhall bow, Ppil. ii. 
' i 20—Again, We ball all ſaid before the Jus. 


7 1 Jon La 2 he len 1 
Phil. ii. 6. And the expreſs image of bis Jann | 


Heb. i. 3. And in this f enſe, and no other, & 
Jacob ſaw God, act ta fave : for God can be en- 
ed to none bit his bleſſed ſelf— 7% whom will ye 
liken God ? and what likeneſs will ye compare Bim 


10 ? Ifa. xl. 18,—and ver. 23. To. whom will ye 


liken me, or ſhall I be equal ſaith the holy One ? 
And again, Chap. xlvi. 5. To whom will ye liten 
me, end make me equal, and compare me, That we 
may be lite? Which queſtions plainly | imply a 
ſtrong negative; and prove, that no created being 

can be compar'd, or likened to God, or equal i 
him. But notwithſtanding this, Jeſus * rift is 
compar'd with him, lite unto him, and his 2gttal, 
being the image of the inviſible God, Col. i. 1 18. 


And in the form of God, and bis equal, Phil. it. 


And fellow, Zech. xii. 7. And the infererice from 
all this, is, that Jeſus Chriſt is very God, by nature, 
or it 1s direct blaſphemy to apply theſe plain texts 
to him; and ſurely, if he thought it u robbery to 
be equal with God, it mult be robbery i in us to 
deny it to him. | 


650 DIVINE ADOR ar TON * 


Thi is dus (6 God only.” Thou malt worlkly 
the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſev, 


1 Mat. iv. 10. And we are not to do ſervice to them, 
that Sy zature are not God, Gal. iv. 8. Yet of Je- 
ſus Chriſt it is ſad Let (not only men, but NN all 


the angels of God worſhip him, Heb. i. 6. 
I have ſworn by myſelf, ſays God, that unto 
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all bow to me, and ever tongue ſhall confeſs to 
OD, Rom. Xiv. 10, 11. . Now in the laſt quoted 
text (Rom. xiv.) it is obſervable, that i in ver. 7. it is 
ſaid, For none F us liveth to himſelf, and no man 
dieth, to himſelf. And ver. 8. 2 we there- 
fore. live or dye, we are the Lord's; and leſt it 
ſhould be queſtion*d who this Lord is, we read, ver. 


g. For to'this end Chriſt both died and roſe, and re- 


33 that Hz might be the Loxb, both of the 
dead and living. And ver. 10. For we ſhall all 


| Band before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. And then, 


ver. 11. As I live, ſaith the Lord, every knee ſhall 
bow—and every tongue confefs to God. Which 
Cod muſt be JeſusChrift,becauſe the Father judgeth 
no man, Job. v. 22. But hath committed all judg- 


ment to the Son; and for this very good reaſon, 


(wr) that all men ſhould bonour the Son, as they 
onour the Father —And how is that ? but by 


divine adoration, prayer, and praiſe, for ſo the 
Father is honour'd ; and if Chriſt is to be honour'd 


as the Father is, then he is to be ador'd, prais'd and 
pray d unto in the ſame manner as the Father is; 
and if ſo, he is God, equal with the Father. For 
God will not give his glory to another, he has aſ- 
ſur ?d-us, that he will not, I/. xlii. 8. And Chriſt 
is ſo far from taking his Father's glory from him, 


by being honour'd as the Father is, that he is by 


nature, the very brightneſs of the Father's glory, 
Heb: i. 3. and a Son ſo beloved, that in him he is 
ever well pleaſed ; which he could not be, if he 
made himſelf equal with him, and thought it no 
robbery ſo to do, if he was not really ſo—but ſo 
ar from that, that he that /o honoureth not theSon, 
anoureth not the Father; and whoever cen e 
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He is Awiichrift that denieth the Father and the 
Son, and he that denieth the Son, hath not the 
Father, fo that he that denieth one, denieth Both; 
at leaſt vertually; for he cannot properly be ſaid to 
bea Father, whoſe Son is not of the ſame nature 
| with him. 
' | Chriſt is ſaid to give us an underſt anding, tio know 
5 him that is true, 1 Joh. v. 20 - And who is that? 
5 why, we are in him, that is true, even in his Son 


„ —_— . * Fe 


q Jeſus Chriſt ; this is the true God, and eternal life. 
Fer it is life eternal to know the true God, John 


xvii. 3—Here Chriſt is ſaid to give us an under- 
ſtanding; to know the only true God: But ſurely, 
this is not the work of a creature; who can give 
| anothet underſtanding, but him that is Gd? 

When Philip deſir d Chrift to ſhew him the Fa- 
| ther, Job. xiv. 9. His anſwer was, He that hath 
en me, hath ſeen the Father alſo. A plain ac- 
knowledgment of his Deity | for no min bath ſeen 
the Father at any time, John i. 18. nor can fee him 3 

and yet if when we {eeChriſt we lee the Father, it is 
very evident that they are of the ſame nature or eſ- 
ſence, and conſequently Chriſt is God. Tou will 
pardon this digreſſion, from the ſubject of adorati- 

on that I am now upon; but theſe obſervations 
occurring to my thoughts, I could not tell how 
do paſs them by, aiming more at truth than method. 

But I now proceed. | l 

| - That civil worſhip was paid him, is paſt diſpute 
but that religious worſhip was alſo given to lum, is evi- 
dent. To paſs by the worſhip of the leper, Mat. viii. 
2.— Of the Ruler, Mat. ix. 18.—Of the men in the 
ſhip, Mat. xiv. 23. Of the woman of Canaan, 
Mat. xv. 23. Of the man that was born blind, 
Feb. ix. 38. I ſhall only take notice of the Women 
F : alter 
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after his reſurrection, Mat. vii. 9% Ge. Of tte 
eleven, who when they ſaw him 10 his reſurrec- 
tion worſhipped him, ver. 17. And at his aſeenſion, 
when he was aſcending to glory, hey wor ſbip* d him, 
Luke xxiv. 52. And ſurely at bat time they did 
not worſhip him with a civil, but a religious wor- 
hip. Nor could that be a civil worſhip, which 
_ Thomas paid him a little before, when he cad him, 
my Lord and my God. 

1 fell down at his feet to worſhip him, ſays St. 


Jobn, of the angel, Rev. xix. 10. And he ſaid unto | 


me, fee that thou do it not: worſhip God. And 
this Angel, we may well ſuppoſe, that St. John took 
for the Lord JeſusChrift himſelf, who had formerly 
appear'd to him, and at whoſe feet he fell. For 
we cannot ſuppoſe that St. Fobn, who wrote ſo 
ſtrenuouſiy againſt idolatry, ſhould offer to wor- 


"ſhip a Creature: no, not even Chriſt himſelf, if he 


had not believed him to be God. But that he of- 


fer'd divine worſhip here, is evident, becaufe of the 


rebuke the angel gave him, when he bid him direct 


his worſhip to Gop ; which had been very imper- 


tinent, had the worſhip which John was paying, 


been only civil. 


Unto the Church of God, which is at Corinth— 


with all that in every place call upon the name of 


Jeſus Chrift our Lord, 1 Cor. i. 1. And they ſtoned | 
Stephen, calling upon God, and ſaying, Lord Jeſus, re- 
ceive my Spirit, As vii. 59. So that to call upon the | 


name of Jeſus Chriſt, is to pray to him; and none are 


to be pray d unto but God; but Chriſt was pray d 


unto, therefore he is God. And can we believe that 
Stephen, in the laſt article of his life, ſhould commit 
his ſoul to Fe/aus Chri/?, if he was but a Creature? 


but he knew Chriſt and the Father were one, there- 


receive 


fore the text makes Stephen”s ſaying; Lord Jeſus 


receive my fi, to 5 ge ; upon Go God, as is evi- 
dent to every obſerver. See AZFs xix. 14, 2112. 
In the adminiſtration of Baptiſm, he is not only ? 
join *d with the Father and Holy Ghoft ; but being 
baptiz d in the name of the Lord Jeſus alone, is 
equivalent to being baptiz d in the name of all the 
bleſſed Three, as may be obſerv'd from A#s viii. 
16.— xX. 48.—Xix. 5. Nuss is he a creature, not- 


W ue all this ? Fr 


N "Works of Divine 8 towards the 
church and the world, are aſcrib'd to Chriſt, equal 
with the. Father. Fir 

As all things are made by him, ſo 7 bim all things 
conſiſt, Col. j. 17.—Ile upholds all things by the © 
Word of his power, Heb. i. 2—He ſball Tue the A 
quick and the dead, 2 Tim. iv. 1 0 God is judge 
of all the earth, Gen. xvili. 25. And Judge himſelf, 
Pfal, I. 6.— His feet ſhall ſtand that day upon the 
mount of olives ; and the Lord my God ſhall, come, 
and all his ſaints, Zech. xiv. 4, 5. Anfwerable to 
which—This ſame Jeſus which is taken up from you 
into heaven, ſhall So come in like manner as ye have 
ſeen him go up into heaven, Acts i. 11, 12. And 
we ſpall all tand before the Judgment ſeat of Chriſt 
and every one of us Hall give an account of him- 
ſelf ro Gor, Rom. xiv. 10, 12.—1, even I, am he 
(ſays God) and there is no God with me; I kill and 
I make alive, Deut. xxxii. 39.—T am he (ſays Chriſt) 
that liveth, and was dead, and have the keys of 
death and hull, Rev. i. 18.— And, I will raiſe them 
up, at the loft day, Joh. vi. 40. For, I am the 
reſurrefion and the life, Joh. xi. 24. —He is the 
Saviour of all men, 1 Tim. iv. 10. The Saviour 
= of the world; Joh. iv. 42.—The church is call'd 
che e of the living God, 1 Tim, | li. 15. Yet 
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is claimed by Chriſt as * church. On this rock 
will I build py church, Matt. xvi. 18.—God's 


choſen are call'd his ele. Who ſhall lay any 


thing to the charge f Gog's eleft ? Rom. vii. 33. 


So Jeſus Chriſt ſhall fend” his angels, and gather 


together his elec?, Matt. xxiv. 1 


(7. His Titles are applicable to none, but him 


that is ; 
Alpha, and Omega, the Almighty, Creator of all 


things, God's Fellom, the mighty God, God bleſſed | 


for ever, Immanuel, or God with us. The Tam; ; 


the image of the inviſible God ; King of Kings 3 5 


the Lord our righteouſneſs; Prince of life ; Re- 
ſurrection and life; Searcher of the heart; Only 
begotten San of God ; The true God; The wore 
of God; and the wiſdom of God ; with many 
others, Which I forbear to mention 5 the fake of 
brevity :. but as for theſe here named, they cannot 
be applied to any meer creature, without blaſphemy, 
or nonſenſe. Byt being thus applied to Jeſus 
Chriſt, I juſtly conclude, that he is God: and if I 
muſt not conclude it from ſuch plain texts, as theſe 
are, I all for eyer deſpair of drawing any conclu- 
ſions from the plaineſt premiſes, or of underſtand- 
ing any thing I read, But the Son of God is come 
and has given us an underſtanding, that (by ſuch 


zexts as theſe) we may know him that is true ; for 


| he is truth it ſelf, and his Spirit, which leads into, 
all truth, would never leave ſuch texts upon record, 


if it was not to ſhew us hereby, that Jeſus Chriſt | 


js the true God and eternal 6 
Scripture muſt be explain'd by Scripture, and 


_ Fhoſe texts that ſeem obſcure, by them that are 


lain, and according to the general ſcope of the old 


dd new Teſtament. There are in the Scriptures 
orthodox 


FF aw _ — "Si. n * 


„ KK GN has + / a 


orthodox „ ee but no e or dali = 
om; as will eaſily be perceived by him that reads 
with an humble, unprejudiced-mind, willing w find) 
the truth, as it is in Jeſus. © "i 
And thus, Sir, have 1 ſaid a great deal in 4 fe 
pages, and fhould here drop my pen; but altho 


what I have ſaid might ſerve for an anſwer to 2— 2 
book in the general, yet leſt you' ſhould ſay, I had 
not acted like'a fair opponent, or was not able ca 
anſwer to your arguments in particular, 1 ſhall re- 
ply to all ſuch of your arguments, as ſeem to carry 
the greateſt force with them; believing, that what 
ſhall be ſaid, in © anſwer to them, - or that has been 
already by mie advanced; will include an anſwer 
to all the other arguments in your book 15 R 1 
FORE to be as conciſe as Compared. 


1 


The Mauser rr. 0 
„ 

9855 ou 15 p. 68. that you began the eller 

cc into the controverſy, under a full conviction, of 
*© the certainty of natural religion, and a firm be- 
lief that the holy Scriptures contain a divine re- 
f© velation, of ſuch doctrines, 'as God _ n | 
* pleased to diſcover to us, > | 


10 8 0 WO w hat the Scriptures contain, dr re- 
504 to the Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt, is ſo very plain 
and expreſs, that it is very aſtoniſhing a Gentletnan 
of your parts, and diſcerning, ſhould raiſe the leaſt 
ſcruple concerning it : for that there is a God, is 
not more plainly reveal'd, than' that Jeſus Chrift 
is ſo; as I think has deen fully prov'd, if the plain- 
eſt Scripture can do it: and as to natural religion, 
in many things there is a certainty in it, and may 


be depended upon; as, that there is a God, as 
tnat 


1 be mereiful, juſt, and do as we would be 
e unto, and the like : but it never taught us our. 
n Adam; that a Virgin ſhould conceive, 

: fo forth 2 Son; who ſhould be the Saviour of all 
them that believe in him; that this Son was to ſuffer 
on the croſs, dye, riſe again, aſcend, and make in- 
tereeſſion for ſinners, and that we are to be fav'd by 
grace, and not by works of righteouſneſs: which we 


have done; Sc. Theſe are [ome of thoſe * | 


which nature did not teach us, and therefore ſhe is no 
infallible guide to ſalvation. No; this is the work 
of n and found in the Scriptures alone 3 


which are as a light ſhining in a dark act e 


us in the ways of truth, G c. 


You ſay, p. 23. that Nonſenſe cannot be the 


4 conſequence of any thing that is, I ſuppoſe, 
you mean, it cannot be the conſequence of any 
thing that is ſenſe.— But you ſay, That 1 you 
there is no difference between nonſenſe, and un- 

intelligible ſenſt; which, Pp. 14, and 16, you call 
< grammatical nonſenſe, and a heap of abſurdities, 
not to be explain'd.”” But with Submiſſion, I 
conceive, that what is unintelligible, to you or me, 
may not be ſo to others; no, nor /o in its own 
nature neither: When time was, ſalvation by a cru- 
cied Saviour, was to the wife Greeks downright 
nonſenſe, and a heap of abſurdities, not to be ex- 
plain'd, and to the Jetus but little better; yet to 
Others, and in its own nature too, it was Both the 
wi ſdom and porger of God, 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. And 
fooliſhneſs only to them that periſh, ver. 18. For 
aur faith does not ſtand in the wiſdom of man, 
nor-in what he conceives to be right, but in the 
Power of God, and what he has reveal'd of himſelf 


to us: and if thro* our natural weakneſs, that be 
_ * _ unintelligible 
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intelligible to our reaſon, it may, however, be very 


plain to our faith, which meets with no difficul 
at all, about any thing that is reveaPd in the Scrip 
tures; which tell us, amongſt other things, that 
Chriſt and the Father are one : that Chriſt is the 
Word, and that Word is God; and yet was made 
fleſh : that he is God's beloved Son, in whom be is © 
well pleaſed : that he was in the form of God, and 

the expreſs image of his Perſon, and that be thought 
it no robbery to be equal with bim; and that 
he is made unta all that believe in him, wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption ; and 
that no man can come to the Father, but by bim; 
with numerous other texts, which, to natural rea- 
ſon, are nonſenſe, and unintellighte, But the nonſenſe 
is on our parts, who would comprehend what is in- 
comprehenſible, and becauſe we can't do it, we reject 
it, as an abſurdity, Gop manifeſt in the fleſh, is 
ſuch a myſtery, that angels,- in vain, pry into the 
ſecret, and adore !—Yet man ! ſhort-ſighted man 
would bring it to the line of his reaſon * 
You are very right, where you fay, p. 7. © that 
e the doctrine of the Trinity, and the myſtery of 
e the hypoſtatical Union, have not the leaſt foun- 
dation in natural religion.“ For, as I have be- 
fore obſerv'd, they are myſteries, not taugt in 
nature s ſchool ; but are the objects of faith alone, 
and ſufficiently reveal'd in the Scriptures : and, 1 
conceive, that it is venturing beyond our com- 
miſſion, to call this doctrine nonſenſe, becauſe WE 
cannot reconcile it to our corrupt reaſon. 
That to worſhip any creature, how glorious 
4% ſoever, is downright idolatry, as you fay very 


* — * 


truly, p. 72. And (fay you) our God is a jealous 
God, and will not give his glory to another; no, 
ce not to his only begotten Sox.“ But there you m 
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it: for he has not only commanded all his angels to 
worſhip him, Heb. i. 6. but has commanded that 
all men ſhould honour Tat SON, even as they bonour 
the Father bimſelf, Joh. v. 23. And how the Fa- 
ther is to be honoured, I leave to your own medi- 
rations, and refer to what has been ſaid already on 
that head. You ſay, Angels and men worſhip the ill 
* Son, in ſubordination to the Father :“ but you it; 
have not been ſo kind as to prove your aſſertion, ; 
by any ene text of Scripture, nor to tell us what 

= this ſubordinate worſhip is: wherein does it conſiſt ? 
or how does it differ from that of the Father? 

a „ You fay, p. 20. that it is impoſſible to believe 


| | 
2 propoſition that can't be underſtood ” ; meaning lf 
the doctrine of the Trinity, and the hypoſtatical t 
Union. So that by this rule you put a problem f 
in Divinity, on the ſame foot with one in Algebra. 
But here, I conceive, it will be neceſſary to enquire; J 
whether the impoſſibility lies in the thing to be eck? 

plain'd, or in our underſtandings? and whether 
all things, that we are to believe, we are alſo oblig d ! 
to underſtand the modus of their exiſtence ? If we 
are ſo oblig*d, 1 don't fee any uſe faith is of to us i : 
for where is the virtue, to believe what we perfectlx * 
know? nor would there be any myſteries at all, in 
our religion; nor would even that cardinal one, f « 
God manifeſt in the fleſh, be any myſtery at all, — 6 
which the Apoſtle aſſures, is a great one. = 5 
But that you are under a miſtake, when you ſay, « 
that 1 is impoſſible to believe a progaſition we I 
© can't underſtand ; theſe following texts prove lf « 
beyond all cont adiction. „„ os OT. 2 
Ob the depth of the riches, both of the wiſdom, t 
and knowledge of God] how unſearchable are bis 
Judgments ? and his ways PAST FINDING our | Mf | 
0 


Rom. xi. 33.— There are unſcarchable riches of il « 
1 Chriſt 
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Chriſt, Epbeſ. v. 8. — The peace of God paſſeth Þ 
all anderſtanding, Phil. iv. 7.—The love of Chriſt Þq 
paſſeth knowledge, Eph. wl. 19.—Who is able ts 
do exceeding abundantly, above all that we aſt of 
think, ver. 20. Eye bath not ſeen, &c.—Neithi 
have enter'd into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepar*d for them that love him, i Cor. 
ii. 9.—Sir, be pleaſed to conſider theſe texts, and 
you- will fee your manner OOO OCD 
In P. 40. you ſay, © T he Son is à treattire. And 
« 9. 13. Whatever is created, had a beginning, &c.”* 
| That the human nature of Chriſt is a creature, 
and had a beginning, is allow'd; but that he had a 
divine nature, that had »o beginning, but was from 
eternity, I hope I have ſufficiently ptoved ih theſe 
| pages, ſo that it is needleſs to repeat any thing of 
that here: for his goings forth have evidently been 
from everlaſting ; and he is the ſame, yeſterday, and 
to day, and for ever. EY DVR 
In p. 22. you are pleas'd to make the bold, ahdz 
I think, very unfair challenge; for any man to 
produce ſuch a text as this, (viz.) © That in the 
te unity of the Godbead, there are three Perſons, of 
* one ſubſtante ; or that the Holy Ghoſt proceeding 
« from the Father and Son, is of one ſubſtance, ma- 
|. * iefty, and glory, with them, very, and eternal 
% God.” Arid I might with the ſame force of rea- 
ſon, and ſtrerigth of argument, and eloquence, call 
„upon you to produce a text that ſays the conTRA- 
; RY, in totidem verbis. But that you may ſee the 
: & unfairneſs of ſuch a demand, I ſhall take liberty to 
aſk of you, even to produce ſuch a text, as ſays; 
that the Father is Omniſcient, Omnipreſent, Ineffa- 
ble, or Incomprebenſible. I know you cannot do it, 
becauſe, there are no ſuebh words in all the Bible; 
and yet we all know, that the Almighty is /. 
r 
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Now if you anſwer, that if theſe very. words are not 
to be found there, yet there are numerous texts 
that plainly demonſtrate ihe thing : I reply upon 
you in the ſame manner (vix.) that if the very 


words you call for are not to be found in any one 


text of Scripure, yet there are great multitudes, 
wherein the thing 1s plainly evinced ; which amounts 
to the ſame thing, and is as expreſſive of the import 
of thoſe woras, as if they were particularly named 
in one text; and therefore to demand fuch a text, 
would only indicate that one was reduc'd to the 
loweft ebb of argument, and trifled, rather than de- 


fended his cauſe. 
In p. 30, and 3 1. you ſeem to take great com- 


rey 3 in quoting ſome Texts, that prove there is 
ut one God; which no body denies, on our fide 


of the controverſy, any more than on your's. And 


particularly you quote, Epheſ. iv. 4, 5, 6.— * One 
% God, and Father of all, who is above all, and 
* through all, and in you all, — And 1 Cor. viii. 6. 
« But to us there is but one God the Father, of 
« whom are all things, and we in him, and one 
« Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all things, and 
« we by him. 

_ To which I anſwer, that if we were to pick out 
texts, to ſerve our purpoſe, without conſidering the 
relation they bear to the whole fcope of the Scrip- 
tures, or without comparing one text with another ; 
4 warm head, and fruitful imagination, might pro- 
duce Scripture to countenance the worſt of errors : 
and as to the laſt quoted text, it is very evident from 
the context, that the Apoſtle there is ſpeaking of 


the one God, in oppoſition to the many falſe Gods of 


the heathen, and of Chriſt as the ove Mediator, in 


oppoſition to the many mediators that the heathen | 
had introduc d. Ag ver. 4. We know that an idol 
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7s nothing at all, and there is none * — Ged but one. 


And ver. 5. Fos ho there be that are called Gods, 7 


whether in heaven, or in earth, as there be Gods 
many and Lords many.” Then, ver. 6. But to us 
there is but ane God, '&C.——S0 that I cannot ſee 
how theſe texts do you” any ſervice ; eſpecially if 


you pleaſe to conſider,” What the ſame Apoſtle has 


ſaid in all his epiſtięe affert the Deity of Chriſt, 
as I have often q d them in this controverly,to 
which I refer. And 17 it be true, that i is" life eter- 
nal to know the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt, 
| whom be has ſent, as you well obſerve from Job. 

Xvi. 3. P. 31. It is no /eſs true, from 1 Jeb. v. 20. 
that he Son of God is come,and has given us an un- 
derſtanding to know him that is true, and we are 


in him that is true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 


This is the true God, and eternal fe. 


In Jer. x. 10. The Father is calbd the true 


Cod; and here Chriſt is call'd ſo ;, from whence I 


infer, that they are one in Eſſence; for he is in the 


Father, and the Father in him, and are /o Ox E, 
that he that hath ſeen him, hath ſeen the Father, 
Joh. xiv. 6, 7, 8, 9. And he that hateth him, ha- 
teth the Father alſo, Job. xv. 23, 24. And who- 
ſoever denieth the Son, hath not the Father, 1 Joh. 
ii. 23. And although the Father (as the Father) is 
greater than the Son, conſider'd as mediator only, 
yet whatever ( without exception) the Father doth, 
that the Son doth likewiſe, Job. v. 19. for he is 
equal with the Father. 

I ou fay, p. 33. That the title, God, is never 
given to the Son, and Holy Ghoſt, when joined 
« with the Father; which, to you, is a demon- 


« ſtration, that the writers of the new Teſtament _ 


« had no notion of an equality between them, but 
« deſignedly guarded _—_— it. 


If 
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11 = title, Cod, was never given them, when 
hn with the Fathes.i it the more ſtrongly ſhews, 
that they are one, and need not to be diſtinguiſh'd 
ſeverally, or apart, by that title, when named all 2 

together : and if when they are named /ingly, they 2 
are call'd God, they cannot be undeiſied, becauſe 
named together ; but rather, the Father being cal'd He 

God, and they named with! deus, that under 

that title they are all con. ended, as one God. 
That the writers of the new eſtament had no 
notion of an equality between them, but deſigned- 
ly guarded againſt it, is a very ſtrange aſſertion, 
for a man to advance that has ſtudied the new Teſ- 
tament; and is a flat contradiction to thoſe numer- 

ous texts, by me already brought from thence, as 
' well as to almoſt every chapter of the apoſtlic writ- 
ings ; fo that it. merits no farther anſwer. 

As to your argument, p. 38. That all the 
Trinity are never mention'd together but once, 
ein the apoſtolical ſalutations; and that the Son 
* and Holy Ghoſt are never mention'd together 
** withoutthe Father, I cannot ſee that it makes 
any thing for your cauſe. 

The mentioning of them once, is as well as if it. 
had been done twenty times; and ſhews, that they 
are equally concerx'd in man's ſalvation. And what 
will you ſay to the Father's being never mention'd 

alone, ſo much as once, in any of theſe ſalutations? 
But what of that? ſhall we from hence infer, that 
he is not equally concern'd with the Son, andHoly 
Ghoſt, in our redemption ? ſurely no, And if the 
Son and Holy Ghoſt are mention'd together with 
the Father hut once (vi. 2 Cor. xiv 14.) Yet I 
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crave leave to obſerve, that in all the epiſties under- 
mention'd, that were moſtly to whole churches, : 
the Apel mentions on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 


his 
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AT HER 
bis ſupplications, without naming the Father at all. 
, viz.) The grace f our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with 
ou. Rom. xvi. 20. And with your ſpirit, ver. 24,— ' 
tre Lord Feſus Chriſt be with thy ſpirit, 2 Tim. iv. 
” 22.—Tbe grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with 
Hour ſpirit, Philem. ver. 24. - And (which is ex- 
| Wceeding remarkable) ſays the Apoſtle, This. is my 
roten in every epiſtle 5 So 1 WRITE. The grace of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt—be with 5 all, Amen. 2 
> MW Theſ. iii. 17, 18. Here Chriſt ſtands alone, as 
the giver of Grace, and is pray'd to, as one able to 
f do it; and the Apoſtle is ſo pleas'd with it, that he 
concludes his epiſtles with it, and makes it a Charac- 
teriſtict, whereby the epiſtles might be. known to be 
5 his. What! pray to a creature ] and wiſh the grace 
hof a creature to the ſouls of men ] ſurely no man 
will ſay, that a creature is able to confer Grace 
> MW However, although Chriſt only is nam'd, and not 
„the Father, nor Spirit, yet they are not excluded, 


but included; as they were when they were not na- 
ned in that form of baptiſm, where the ordinance 
was only perform'd in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 
| (Acts viii. 16.—xix. 5.) Altho' by the original in- 
t. ſtitution it was to be done in the name of Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoft, Mat. xxviii. 19.—But 
> whatever is done in the name of one, is incluſive of 
the whole, For the Father is the God of grace, 1 
Pet. v. 10. And the Holy Ghoſt is the Spirit of 
race, Heb. x. 29. And Grace and truth came 
by Jeſus Chriſt. | 4 25 
And it is well worth our notice, the glory that is 
given to Chriſt, in the doxologies, without naming 
che Father, or holy Spirit at all; as well as in the 
; ſupplications above taken notice of; and which the 
iſpir'd Apoſtle dare not have given, had not Chriſt 
been God. But he is the Lord of gloly; and _ 
—- | ore 


* 
1 2 


fore we. Naar give aht c e to N 
graw in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Feſus Cbriſt: ta wham be glory, both now, 
and for ever. Amen, 2 Pet. ii. 18. Again, unto him 
that loved us, and waſbed us from our ſins, in his 
een blood (and that is our bleſſed 1 5 to him 
be glory and dominion, Sec. Rev. i. 5, 6. And al- 
fo, Heb. xiii. 21.—Thro' Jeſus 02715, to whom be 
glory far ever and ever. Amen, &c. 
And altho' he is mention'd alone in the general f 
falutations abovenamed, yet in other places he is 
join'd with the Father. Grace be to you, and peace 
from God our Fat ber, and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, | 
Col. i. 2.—Now Gad himſelf, and our Father, and 5 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, direct our way unto you, ;, 
x Theſ. in. 11. But if Jeſus Chriſt was a meer . 
creature, how came the Apoſtle to pray that he 
(equally with the Father) would direct his way to 
T, = ? ſurely jthe Father alone was ſufficient . 
to do bat, without being join'd with a creature. . 
But ſomewhat, as worthy of notice, Juſt now 
comes into my thoughts, where Chriſt is joia'd with 
the Father, and named BETORE him. Now our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt himſelf, and God, even our Fa- 
ther, which bath loved us, and given. us everlaſting 15 
conſolation, and good hope, thro grace, comfort your 
bearts, and eſtabliſh you in every good word and 
Work. 2. Theſ. ii. 16. Now, not to pretend any 
advantage from Jeſus Chriſt's being named before 
the Father ; I muſt obſerve, however, that he is iy 
equally prayed unto with the Fatber, to comfort thei 
hearts of the Theſſalonians, and to eſtabliſh them 
in every good word and work; and I muſt appealf 
to your ſelf, and to the common ſenſe of all Pro- 
teſtants, whether any creature in heaven (as Chriſty 


Hen was) can hear a prayer that is. made upon the} 
earth 1 
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earth; or if they could, whether any ſuch creature 


can give, to any others, everlaſting conſolation, aus 
good hope, thro" grate, — comfort their hearts, and 
eftabliſh them in every good word and work? Tf 
not, Chriſt muſt be God, equal with the Father; 


or St. Pau! muſt be fadly miſtaken in him, or be 
guilty of idolatry, in praying to him. I ſhould be 


well- pleas'd, to hear what anſwer can be made to 
this: and his, with the reſt, ſhews to me, that Je- 
fus Chriſt is over all, God bleſſed for ever, Rom. v. 
9. and that in him dwells the fulneß of the God- 
head, bodily :and Idefire that it may be conſider'd, 
what is intended here, by the fulneſs of the God- 
head; and what is meant by its dwelling in him, 
bodily : theſe things are worthy our conſideration, 
land ought to be of very great weight, in regulating 
our conduct towards him. 8 
In p. 43. you ſay, The queſtion is, what we 
are to underſtand by the word begotzen. And 
% p. 43. Adam is call'd the Son of God, on account 
of his creation, Luk. iii. 38. And ſaints are call'd 
«* ſo, on account of their ſanctification, Rom. viii. 
13, 14. —All this, I allow, is true; but what 
does this relate to Chriſt, who is the oxly begotten 
of the Father? that is, /o begotten, as no other ever 
was; which cannot be, either by creation, as Adam 
was, nor by ſanctification, as the ſaints are: for 
then he could not be the oy begotten. Therefore, 
he mult be of his Father*s nature or eſſence, eter- 
Wnally and incompreheniibly begotten by him, and 
neceſſarily proceeding from him, ſo as to be the ex- 
preſs image of his Perfon.— But you ſay, P. 44- 


"1 That he was the begotten Son, as he was created 
1 by by the Father; and the only begotten, as he was 
the firſt-born, and is the moſt excellent of all 


W-- God's creatures.“ This is very ſurprizing 15 | 
| | | deed ! 
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EF deed ! that to beget, and to create, are ſynonimous 


your penetration ſhould affirm any ſuch thing, and 


him; not meerly by an act of his will, but by a 
_ neceſſity of nature, ſuch as conſiſts with ſuch an act 


the all things there ſpoken of. 


was God, he alſo calls him the only begotten of the 
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terms, or words of the like import; as (you ſay) 
are only begotten, and firſt-born : but, ſurely, you 
will not inſiſt upon theſe aſſertions. For accord- 
ing to the firſt, Adam was as much the begotten Son 
of God, as he: and according to the ſecond, the 
eldeſt ſon, or firſt-born of every man, muſt be his 
only begotten ſon ; which would ſcarcely be allow'd 
for good ſenſe, before any man of common under- 
ſtanding ; and it is amazing, that a Gentleman of 


without the leaſt proof to uphold it too ! 

The Apoſtle ſays of believers, that he are the 
ſons of God, who have receiv'd the ſpirit of adoption, 
Rom. viii. 14, 15. But in ver. 32. he calls Chriſt, 
God's own Son; i. e. fo as no other is, or can be; 
not by creation or adoption, as angels and believers 
are, but by eternal generation or emanation from 


SID 


SE weaect oof r A. On 


of his will as that whereby he zeceſſarily loves him- 
ſelf. — Al] things were made by Chriſt, and therefore 
he cannot be a creature ; unleſs we will ſuppoſe 
that he made himſelf, or that he was no part, of 


When St. John tells us, Fob. i. 1. that the ord | 


Father, ver. 14. Hence according to this Apoltle, 
Chriſt was /o the only Begotten of the Father, that 
he was very God. We need not then go far, or be 
at any loſs, to know, what is meant by his being 
call'd the only begotten Son of God. 1 
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e the ſame Eſſence with the rn. 496 © 
thing added, that plainly ſhews him to be a Crea- 


Cc tyre 3 and particularly, you quote Heb 1. and 
Joh. i.— I muſt confeſs, that had I been to prove 
your point, thoſe two chapters ſhould have been 


the /aft, thought of by me; for that purpoſe. 


As to the firſt of Hebrews, it is there ſaid of | 


Chriſt, That he is beir of all things that he made 
| be worlds, —That bg is the brightneſs of his Father's 
glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, —That 


he upholds all things by the word of bis power, — 
That by himſelf he purged our fins, —That he is 
God's Son, —and by the Father, called Gon, — That 


| he laid the foundations of the earth, and the hea- 


vens are the work of his hands, &c. Now theſe are 
expreſſions too high to be applied to any creature ; 


Wand if Chriſt was not God, they were no way ap- 


plicable to him : nor could it anſwer any good pur- 


E poſe, to ſet off a meer creature, with all this pomp. 
What glory did it bring to God? or what good 
unto the ſouls of men? but on the contrary, led 
them into miſtakes, of fatal conſequence. 


The 


worlds were made in ſix days; and this chapter 


tells us, they were made by the Son: now if he is 
not God, I am bold to affirm, he could not do it, 
not only in fix days, but not in fix years, let his 
elegated power be what it will; for if he was a 
reature, he muſt act as a creature, and can be but 
In one place, and be making but one thing at once. 


Now there being ſo many thouſands of millions 


1. f creatures, in the animal, vegetable, and mineral 
world only, a meer creature is ſo far from being 
Fapable to create them in /x days, that it is impoſſi- 
le for him, particularly to name them, in that ſpace. 
nd altho' Chriſt is here ſaid to create the heavens 
nd earth, yet in other parts of holy Writ, it is 
aid, Cod created them : both which mult be true, 
=. H | or 
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4 dont that to ct Wy to create, are ef erich en 
terms, or words of the like import; as (you ſay) 
are only begotten, and firſt-born : but, ſurely, you 
will not inſiſt upon theſe affertions. ' For accord- 
ing to the firſt, Adam was as much the begotten Son 
{ of God, as he: and according to the ſecond, the 
eldeſt ſon, or firſt-born of every man, muſt be his 
only begotten ſon ; which would ſcarcely be allow'd 
for good ſenſe, before any man of common under- 
ſtanding ; and it is amazing, that a Gentleman of 
your penetration ſhould affirm any ſuch thing, and 
without the leaſt proof to uphold it too ! | 

The Apoſtle ſays of believers, that hey are the 
fons of God, who have receiv*d the ſpirit of adoption, 
Rom. vii. 14, 15. But in ver. 32. he calls Chriſt, 
God's own Son; 1. e. fo as no other is, or can be; 
not by creation or adoption, as angels and believers 
are, but by eternal generation or emanation from 
him; not meerly by an act of his will, but by a 
_ neceſſity of nature, ſuch as conſiſts with ſuch an act 
of his will as hat whereby he neceſſarily loves him- 
ſelf.— A things were made by Chriſt, and therefore 
he cannot be a creature ; unleſs we will 5 
that he made himſelf, or that he was no part, o 
the all things there ſpoken of. 

When St. John tells us, Fob. 1. 1. that the Wird 
was God, he alſo calls him the only begotten of the 
Father, ver. 14. Hence according to this Apoſtle, 
Chriſt was / the only Begotten of "the F ather, that 
he was very God. We need not then go far, or be 
at any loſs, to know, what is meant by his being | 
call'd the only begotten Son of God. | 

It is pretty ſtrange, what you ſay, P. 45. That 
c in thoſe parts of the new Teſtament where the 
< Son is mention'd with the greateſt pomp and ſo- 


A <Jemanity of expreſſion, there is always ſome- 
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e thing added, that plainly ſhews him to be a Crea- 1 
<* ture; and particularly, you quote Heb i. and 
Job. i. I muſt confeſs, that had I been to prove 
your point, thoſe two chapters ſhould have been 
the laſt, thought of by me; for that purpoſe. | 
As to the firſt of Hebrews, it is there ſaid. of 
. Chriſt, That he is beir of all things ; that be made 
the worlds, —That ite brightneſs bf his Father's 
glory, and the expreſs image of bis perſon, —That 
he upholds all things by the word of bis power, — 
That by himſelf he purged our fins, —That he is 
God's Son, —and by the Father, called Gor, — That 
he laid the foundations of the earth, and the hea- 
vens are the work of his hands, &c. Now theſe are 
expreſſions too high to be applied to any creature; 
and if Chriſt was not God; they were no way ap- 
plicable to him: nor could it anſwer any good pur- 
poſe, to ſet off a meer creature, with all this pomp. 
What glory did it bring to God? or what good 
unto the ſouls of men? but on the contrary, led 
them into miſtakes, of fatal conſequence ——— The 
worlds were made in ſix days; and this chapter 
tells us, they were made by the Son: now if he is 
not God, I am bold to affirm, he could not do it, 
not only in fix days, but not in fix years, let his 
delegated power be what it will ; for if he was a 
creature, he muſt act as a creature, and can be bur 
in one place, and be making but one thing at once. 
— Now there being ſo many thouſands of millions 
of creatures, in the animal, vegetable, and mineral 
world only, a meer creature is ſo far from being 
capable to create them in /i days, that it is impoſſi- 
ble for him, particularly to name them, in that ſpace. 
And altho* Chriſt is here ſaid to create the heavens 
and earth, yet in other parts of holy Writ, it is 
ſaid, God created them: both which mult be true, 
1 80 H 277 


W245 Chit, "Gov by Nature, 


or the Scriptures falſe 3 and if true, then Chriſt i is 
God, and ſo your poſition overthrown. 
E But you lay great freſs upon ver. 4, 9. in 
this chapter: the one of which ſays, he was made 
& better than the angels; and the other, God, even 
< thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of glad- 
«© nels above thy fellows. * _ 

As to the word mage, it no more Garifies being 
created, than the other text, which you lay ſuch 
ſtreſs upon, Job. i. 14. where it is ſaid, the Word 
was made fleſh : where the meaning can with no 
ſenſe be, that the Word was turn'd into fleſh, but 
only united to it. He is made better than the An- 
gels, as he is made unto us wiſdom, righteouſ- 
, neſs, ſanctification, and redemption.*”— And as 
to thoſe words, God, even thy God, we know it, 
and the Scripture calls him the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : that is, his God, as he is 
man; and his Father, as he is his only begotten Son, 
by an eternal generation: he is /o the God and 
Father of Chriſt, as that Chriſt and the Father are 
One ; and he (as well as the Father) is over all, 
God, "Bleſſed for ever. , 

And as to the firſt of John, dctking, in Abbe | 
Scriptures is more directly againſt you; and there- 
fore it is very wonderful, that you ſo much as name 
it, to prove Chriſt to be a creature. — In the begin- 
ning was the Word, the Word was with God, and 
the Word was Gop !—with much more lofty lan- 
guage to the ſame purpoſe ; which, methinks, is 
enough to convince us of the proper Deity of - ug 
Son of God, if there was; nothing more in all the Bible. 
Sir, If you had ſuch plain texts, as theſe, to ſup- 
port your cauſe, you might, with very good reaſon, 
ſay, as you now do, without any, p. 49. That 
hs e is no need of nice criticiſms, ſchool- diſtincti- 
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ct ons, or turns of wit, to ſtrain and wire-draw 
ce words, contrary to their plain, and obvious mean- 
< ing.” No; In the beginning was the Mord, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was Gov, | 
are ſuch very plain expreſſions, wc it is amazing, 'Y 
any man can miſtake; their meaning! _ ' 
Ad it is very extraordinary, what you affrm in 
p. 52. (viz.) That if the Son was very Cod, . 
.<. with the Father, and of the ſame. ſubſtance, he 
„ could not have left his Father's glory, nor in 
« any ſenſe have humbled himſelf, nor ſuffer'd.”” 
"Whereas, no body ever pretended that his DRITy 
did or could ſuffer. : it was the human nature any, 
that was capable of that: but it was the Deitys 
being united to it, that gave a value to ſuch ſuffer- 
ings; and although he was on earth, the Deity was 
not ſeparated, or divided into parts, for that is im- 
poſſible; but he was in heaven, and upon earth, at 
the ſame inſtant, Job. iii, 13. For he was God, 
and God is every where preſent alike; and that 
Chriſt is ſo, I think, is fully prov'di in theſe pages. 
In p. 40, you infer the Son's inferiority to the 
| | F ather; Becauſe he ſays, My Father is greater 
% than J, Joh. xiv. 28.—And that he is not om- 
4 tt, nicient, and, conſequently, not equal with the 
Father, becauſe he confeſſeth himſelf ignorant of 
the day of judgment, Mark xiii. 32. 
1 According to our conceptions or ideas of things 
(vi. ) conſidering the Father, meerly as the Father, 
and the Son, meerly as the Son, as we generally con- 
ceive of a Father and Son; the Son, as the Son, 
is inferior to the Father, as 4 Fal ber: — Tho, how 
far thoſe relations in the Divine Nature impiy it, 
no man can tell. And conſidering Chriſt in his 
office capacity, as Mediator, he is certainly inferior; 
| but conſidering the Son, as God by Nature, he * 
equal - 


52 - Jeſus Chriſt, God by Nature, N 
a to, and as great as the Father; becauſe the 
nature or eſſence of both is the ſame (as. has been 
made very evident) being © God over all, bleſſed. 
* for evermore, and e one with the Father: * 
and it is wholly impoſſible, that the Fulneſs of the 
Godhead, which the heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain, ſhould dwell zodily, in any Being, that is not 
God by nature: a nutſhell may as ſoon contain the 
ocean, or a camel paſs thro* the eye of a needle. 
And it is the not conſidering Chriſt in his o na- 
tures (as J at firſt obſerv'd) that is the cauſe of all 
the miſtakes about his perſon. But the . Scripture 
cannot be broken: and you might, if you had pleas'd, . 
have obſerv'd alſo, that he ſaid be could do nothing 
of himſelf, (Joh. v. 1 g.)—or apart from the Father, 
becauſe their eſſence is the ſame, and ſo cannot be 
divided in operation, but act jointly in all things; 
the Divine Nature being the principle of operation 
in Both: and therefore whatever one perſon doth, 
the other may be ſaid to do likewiſe, - that is, when 
he is ſpoken of as God. For in his human nature, 
whilſt on earth, he was ſubject to all ſinleſs infirmi- 
ties of life, and even to death it ſelf, as well as other 
men : for his human nature 1s finite and limited, 
even now in heaven, whilſt his eſſential preſence, as 
God, fills all places. 

Sometimes the things which he did, in one na- 
ture, are aſcrib'd to him, when he is ſpoken of in 
another: ſo it is ſaid, that Gop purchaſed the church 
with bis own blood, Alis xx. 28. when it was only his 
human nature that had blood to ſhed. — 

And ] beg you to obſerve, that in that text ſo of- 
ten by me quoted, 77eb. i. 3. where he is called the 
brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs 
image of bis perſon, he is not calld the brightneſs of 


lik _ glory, nor the expreſs image of the 
G odhea 45 
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Gedbead ; for ſuch an - might ſeem to im- 
port, that he is ſomething different Few the Godhead * | 
but being expreſt as it is, it ſhews, that he is diſtink 
in perſonality, and yet the oy Jand in eſſence mit 
tlie Father. 

And as to that text, 10 Xilt. 32. where he Jus 
clares his Ignorance of the day and hour, when the 
day of Judgment ſhould be, notwithſtanding you are 
pleas'd to St it a mean ſhift, and trifling evaſion, to 
ſay, that this is ſpoken of his human nature excluſive 


of the Divine, I muſt however ſay, it is true; ; for 


how is he elfe ſaid to know all things MJoh. xxi. 
17.) He knew all things as God; but was ignorant 
of this thing, as man. But if he was ignorant of it 
in Both his natures, he did not know all things: 
and ſo what Peter ſaid of him, in this text, was 
falſe ;, which I ſuppoſe you will not affirm.— I ſay, 
with the Scriptures, that he knew all things: and 
if notwithſtanding you will ſay, that in neither of 
his natures he knew the exact time of the day of 
judgment, it will be a laudable work in you to re. 
concile theſe two texts, without unnatural force: 
for he that knows all things, muſt as neceſſarily be 
God, as he that made all things, which the Apo- 
ſtle tells us, is true, Heb. iii. 4 —as is before ob- 
ſerv'd. : 

You take Ns pains, from: P. 55. to p. 62. to 
prove the Hol Grosr to be a creature, tho with 
degrees of excellency ſuperior to other creatures. 
To which 1 anſwer, in the words of a greatApo- 
ſtle: But Peter ſaid, Ananias, why hath Satan 
 filPd thy heart, io lie unto the Holy Ghoſt 2—Thou 
* not lied unto man, but unto Gop. Acts v. 3, 

From whence it is very evident, that he that lies 
— the Holy Ghoſt (or ſins againſt him) lies unte 


(or ſins e God; which would be a very 
great 
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. abſurdity and uncruth to en he was not 
e God. 

And i he is a creatu eber is not only fark a crta- 
ture, as may be ſinn'd againſt, but the ſin is of 
ſuch a nature, as it ſhall never be forgiven, neither 
in this world, nor in that to come, Mat. xii. 31, 
32. And this we are affured of by our” bleſſed da. 
Vviour, who is truth it ſelf. ——How ! is all man- 

ner of fin, againſt both Father and Son, pardon- 
able; and yet the ſin againſt a meer creature, never 
To be forgiven ?—This is worthy a ſerious thought 

If hei creature, he is ſuch a one, as ſearcheth 
and knoweth the deep things of God, 1 Cor. ii. 10, 
11. That helpeth our infirmities (all believers every 
*wobere at once) and maketh Interceſſion in us with 
groanings that cannot be utter'd. Rom. viii. 26.— 
And that bears wieneſs with our ſpirits, that we are 
the children of God, ver. 16.—He is never ſaid to 
be ereated, or made, or produced; but as the Son 

Was the only begotten of the Father, fo he proceed- 
th from him, in an unconceivable or incomprehen- 
ſible manner. Job. xv. '26.—He is ſuch a creature, 
(if he be one) as is eternal, Zeb. ix. 14.— And we 
have no account, that he ever began to be, or that 
the Father was ever without him, or that he is at all 
oblig' d to the Father, or Son, for his exiſtence.— 
He is ſuch a creature, as altho' ſpoken of as ſent by 
the Father and Son, yet is never ſpoken of as re- 
ceiving any command from them, or as acting in o- 
bedience to them. Indeed, Chriſt conſider'd in his 
office· capacity, and in his human nature, is ſaid to 
receive a command from bis Father, Job. x. 18.— 
But no ſuch thing is ever ſaid of the Spirit. Chriſt, 
becauſe of his inferior nature, perſonally united to 
the divine, was capable to become God's ſervant ; 


be the Holy Ghoſt 9 meerly a Divine vine Perſon, 
an 
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upd having no inferior nature, was uncapable of re- 

ceiving any commands, or of paying any obedience: 

and as to it's being ſaid, that the Father will ſend 

the Spirit in Chriſt's name, it can only mean the 

Spirit's coming, in the virtue of Chriſt's: e on 
which his coming alone depends. 

If he is a creature, he is never ſpoken of as re- x. 
ceiving ability from God, nar of being accountable , 
to him, God is never faid once ta be hi GO; 
nor does the Spirit ever call him my: ee 1 
To be born of God, Job. i. 1 fl. is to: be born o, 
the Spirit, Fob. iii. 5, 6, 8. He is never ſaid to be 
8 by God, = ſubject to his dominion, as all 
creatures are, and cannot but be. — Again, except a 
man be born of him, he cannot [enter into the king - 
dom of God, Job. iii. 5. We can no more be ſav d 
without his work, than without the | Father, and 
Son : the election of the one, or redemption: of thæ 
other, can have no effect, without the e . 
of the Holy Ghoſt. | 

Again, if he is a creature, he is hack a one, that 
never perform'd any act of worſhip to the Father, 
nor applied to God, in prayer, or praiſe ; and if he 
is neither one that pays,. nor receives worltipy what 
fort of an independent being muſt he be? | 

He 1s the Spirit of truth, which the world: can- 
not receive, Job. xiv. 17. But if he was a creature, 
what ſhould hinder the world's receiving of him? 
And as he is the Spirit of truth, and leads into all 
truth, and can teach us nothing elſe, can we ſup- 
poſe, that he would ſuffer the many millions, that 
daily worſhip him as God, to receive ſuch 10 
ous notione, and entertain ſuch. blaſphemous ew | 
ceptions concerning himſelf, for ſo many hundted 
years together, ang never once undeceive them! 4 
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n farther, if he is a creature; he 1 is . a one, 
as is the author of the Bible. Holy men of old, 
ſpoke, and wrote, as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt : he did not come to them, with 47 Bus ſaith 
the Lord, as if he was a delegate; but he ſpoke 


bis own words to them, and they deliver'd them 


to the people, with thoſe very words, as commiſſion'd 
directly from him only. 

If he is a creature, how is it poſſible that he 
ſhould be every where preſent, both in heaven, and 
on earth, and in every true believer's heart at once? 
How can he be the uniting Spirit, between Chriſt 
the vital head in heaven, and all his living members 

on earth ? He cannot be in Chriſt, and them, with- 

out a diviſion. of himſelf, (as he muſt, if he is in 
them atall) if he is a creature, 
And now, Sir, I am perſuaded, that what I have 

ſaid in theſe few pages, both from plain Scripture, 
and arguments deduced from thence, does unde- 
niably prove the proper Deity of the Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, to every man, that is not reſolved, that no- 
thing ſhall convince him. l am but a weak inſtru- 
ment, and have not made this controverſy my 
ſtudy, neither have I leiſure for ſuch things; but I 
hope, I have ſaid nothing here, inconſiſtent with 
that reſpect I owe you, though much ſhort of what 
I could have ſaid, but was loth to enlarge, becauſe 
of tiring your patience too much. 

And now, as to what you have ſaid in this con- 
troverſy, how it will be accounted of, another day, 
I cannot tell, but to me it carries nothing of con- 
viction. I am only ſorry, that your pen is not em- 
ployed in a better cauſe; which you muſt defend 
exceeding well, that can ſay ſo much for a bad one: 
tho' your propoſition (in my judgment) had been 


as well defended, if ſome ſevere biting expreſſions 
1 (net 
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the Trinity, you ſay,.— That there are, one, two, 
and three, and yet, ton PRESTO ! there are not 
three, but one, in the ſame reſpett, that there were 
three before.” 
vert upon this uncommon fight, but leave it to 
your ſecond thoughts, and calmer review. And 
now, I hope, it will plainly appear, whether 
you or I have prov'd what we undertook. to do, 
and whether your propoſition, or mine, is agreea- 
| ble © to the general courſe of the chriſtian revela- 
tion, (p. 62, 63.) and which of our deductions 


from Scripture, are contrary to any doctrine ex- 


preſly reveal'd there. — I could make a re- 
capitulation of what is contained in theſe ſheets ; 

and farther add, in particular, that no meer crea- 
ture was, or could be qualified, to be a fit Mediator, 
between an offended God, and fallen, ſinful man; 
but that it was abſolutely neceſſary, therefore, for 


this Mediator, to be both God and Man ;—with 


many other additions of very great importance, and 


which would yet more and more eftabliſh my pro- 


poſition ; but that I might not, too much, tire 


your patience, I forbear. 
And now for a cloſe, let us conſider (ea Pe 


himſelf) what will be the caſe, with us, at the 


Great Aſize; whichſoever of us ſhall then be pro- 


nounc'd erroneous in the ſubject of this important 


controverſy. 

At that awful day, Jeſus Chriſt will be our ON 3 
and if your propoſition be true, I have honour'd 
him more than was commanded ; but if mine be 
true, you have diſhonour'd him very much, by caſt- 
ing him that was God, upon the level with a crea- 
ture; and inſtead of honouring even him as you do 
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(mot to call them by a harder name) had been om it- = 
ted. And particularly in p. 68. where ſpeaking of 


I ſhall not take liberty to animad- Þ 
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the Father, you deny him any religious honour, 
Which you at any time give to the Father; and 
then I am very ſure, that your's is the moſt dan- 
gerous ſide of the queſtion. For ſuppoſe I honour 
him more than is really commanded ; it is at moſt 
but a work of ſupererrogation, and following the 
leiter of thoſe plain texts of + Scripture, , which are 
the ſtatute-law of heaven; and ſo I am under an 
Invincible (and there fore a juſtifiable) neceſſity of 
believing on him, as Ido; having no other law to 
direct me, I muſt neceſſarily believe, as that appeats 
to direct me, in the very plain letter of it; and the 
Judge of all the earth, who cannot but 'do right, 
will never condemn me, for giving him the ſame 
honour which I give to the Father, when I have 
his own direction for it; and that in words fo 
very expreſs, that if I muſt not take the texts. re- 
lating to it, in their literal ſenſe, I never know what 
meaning, or ſenſe, to put upon any text whatever; 
nor which to take in a literal, and which in a 
"metaphorical fenſe. For, as where there is no law 
there is no tranſgreſſion, ſo where there is a law, it 
can be no tranſgreſſion, to take its meaning from 
the plain letter of it: and where there is no tranſ— 
gteſſion, there can be no condemnation. So that if 
chere was a poſſibility of my being miſtaken herein, 
my eternal eſtate muſt be ſafe, provided my works 
Juſtify my faith, and when weigh'd in the balance, 
are not found wanting ; for I do not ſuppole, that 
this faith alone will carry me to heaven. | 

And if my Saviour ſhould then aſk me, Mo 
dot thou fay that I am ? and I ſhovld anſwer, 
with Thomas; My Lord and my God : and he 
hould condeſcend to demand upon what grounds 
F buiid that faith ? I might with great humility and 
adoration reply, that e ſacred Hcriptures informed 
me 


of the fame hence with TY FATHER, | 59 


me fo x ; _ fay, Lord, 1 not only fed there, th 
< Thou didſt lay the foundations of the earth; and 
the heavens are the work of thy hands, and that 
thou didſt alſs create principalities, and powers, and 


that all things. were not only created by thee, but 


For thee, and by thee all things conſiſt : that all 
the Angels are commanded to worſhip thee ; and; 


I- find, that I am commanded to —— thee, ever 1 
. as T-bonour the Father: which honour cafinot 


be paid thee, but by. prayer, adoration, and praiſe; 
which is due to God !only : that the writings of all 
thy Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts, wirneſs to thy Di- 
vinity, and declare, that not only thou art © the 
image of the inviſible God, but that thou art over 
all, God bleſſed for ever; the Apba and Omega, 
the Almighty : that in thee dwells: the Fulneſt of 
the Godhead bodily ; and that the Father and thou 
art One: and fince thou did/t not think it any 
robbery to be equal with God, how durſt I, a poor, 
finful worm, chin thee not egual, or rob thee of 
the Deity ! and therefore I have worſhip'd. thee, as 

my Lord and God. And beſides, I find alſo from 


the ſacred records, that thou ſearcheſt the heart, 


art omniſcient, omnipreſent, omnipotent, and hat- 
ſoever the Father doth, (wit bout exception) that 
doſt thou lkewiſe; and that he that hath ſeen thee, 


hath ſeen the Father alſo, and that thou art the 


N God, the true God, and eternal life, &c. 
And ſuppoſe now, that ſuch itterrogatories and 
11 825 were really certain to occur at that day (as 
who knows but they may ? for we find a dialogue of 
another fort will, Mat. xxv.) And ſuppoſing that 
J have been miſtaken in the meaning of the above- 
ſaid and ſuch other texts (which, if we are ſure of 
the plain meaning of any words, is utterly impoſlible, 
or if theſe are not part of the ſacred Canon, we ne- 
e 1 h ver 
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ver can be certain of any being ſo) 1 ſay, ſuppoſing 
all ibis, yet having no other rule for my faith, I 
ſhall not be condemn'd, for not reading the text 
backwards, or taking it in a ſenſe, direct) contrary 
to its very letter; but ſhall be equally as ſafe, as 
| thoſe that have another creed. | | 
And farther, fuppoſing on the other ſide, that 
the Judge ſhould demand of one a contrary faith, 
What doſt hou ſay that I am? and he ſhould an- 
ſwer, A CREATU RE. And ſuppoſe it ſhould be 
farther demanded, why be ſo believed, when the 
texts Juſt now named, and a multitude of others, 
evince the contrary, in the moſt plain expreſſions ? 
and ſuppoſe, he ſhould ſay, becauſe, ** that to him 
«© to ſuppoſe that the divine and human nature was 
„ ſo united, as to conſtitute one perſon, and yet re- 
% main two diſtin? natures, Was @ doctrine that 
* had no foundation in natural religion, and is 
* either downright nonſenſe, and unintelligible, or 
6c direftly Contrary to the common ſenſe of mankind, 
« P. 70.” And therefore, the texts abovenamed, 
and all others of the like import, are either inter- 
polated, wrong tranſlated, or will bear a quite dif- 
ferent ſenſe; and that there are other texts that 
ſpeak of * only as a Creature, &c. I fay, 
ſuppoſe that the caſe ſhould /o happen, and that 
notwithſtanding, Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be really God 
and man, as we have aſſerted, and do aſſert, how 
muſt ſuch a perſon be confounded ? how will he 
tremble before his Judge, and his Gop ? Will 


there be no difference? or will the righteous Judge 
make none, between the reaſons given by the one, 
and the other, for their faith? The Scriptures are 
ſo plain in this point, that he that runs may read 
them, and he that is willing to bring corrupt rea- 


ſoning to the obedience of faith, and revelation, 
may - 
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may in underſtand them : therefore, to plead 
ignorance before our Judge, or farther to alledge, 
that this part of the ſacred records were doubted 
of in ſuch a century, and that in ſuch an age; 
ſuch a text, or ſuch a part, was not own'd by ſuch 
a Father, or not found in ſuch. an ancient copy, | 
&c. J ſay, ſuch ꝓretences will be a too thin fig- |} 
leaf-covering, for infidelity. We have the 1 9 
word of prophecy to which we are to take heed. | 
The .Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt is what we ſhall be 
judg'd by another day, when human reaſoning will 
be ſtruck dumb. Then may Chriſt very Juſtly 
ſay, as in Job. v. 39, 40, 41. to all ſuch as denied 
his Divinity, why did you not ſearch and believe 
the Scriptures, in order to eternal life, for thoſe are 
they which teſtified of me? But ye would not come 
unto me, that ye might have life ; for whom the 
_ Father hath ſent, (and who 1s one with him) ye 
believed not. 

The Scriptures are very plain, relating to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and we are not directed to comprehend, nor 
diſpute, but believe. I will not take upon me to 
prejuage ; nor to ſay, how far the mercies of Chriſt 
may extend to ſuch Criminals, at that dreadful day. 
But I deſire not to be one of that number. 

And to ſum up all, this will be the caſe at that | 
day ; he that now believes in him, as God, if he 
ſhould be hen miſtaken (as to that point) will (as to 
his eternal ſtate) be ſecure, when he that now de- 
nies his Divinity, i at that day he ſhould be miſ- 
taken! — What ſhall I ſay ?—the beſt that I can 
think, is, that his ſtate is very doubtful and hazar- 
dous, if not deplorable and deſperate, | 


It is worthy of notice, that we are to be fav'd bs 


grace, thro faith ; and faith depends. not on 'an 


empty name, but hath reſ] pect to the nature of the 
perſon 
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believ'd. in: no man can be faid to be⸗ 
Keve | in God, that knows nothing of his nature, or 
denies his operations and attributes; nor can any 
man be ſaid to believe in Chriſt, that denies him to 
be Immanue!, or Ged- man, in one perſon; for in 
denying that, he denies his perſon, and removes 
the true obj: ect of the chriſtian faith, and introduceth 
another. And as none will ſay, bbt that he who 
denies the eſſential perfections of God; denies God 
himſelf z ſo it will follow, that he that denies the 
D: ity of Chriſt, denies Chriſt himſelf, — As for ex- 
amp) , ſuppole any one ſhould be ſo mad as to de- 
ny, that God is Holy, in fo doing he denieth him to 
to be God, becauſe holineſs is effential to his nature: . 
in like manner, he that chooſes a Chriſt, that is 
hot © God and Man, chooſes ſuch 4 one, as is not the 
Chyiſt of God. For bs Chriſt is the Word, which 
in the beginning was with God, and was God, and, 
in time, took fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us: but the 
other is a meer creature, of man's own making, and 
deviſing, which the Scriptures of truth know no- 
thing of. 

And now, Sir, T ſhall leave all to your ſerious 
conſideration, defiring you will pleaſe to remember 
your promiſe made to me, before I began this taſk ; 
vz. that you would take no offence at what I 
Would fay ; and hope, I nave not faid any thing 
that is unbecoming me to write, or you to hear, but 
have, thro' the whole, kept clear of all things that 
border upon indecency, or ill manners, and have, 
to my power, treated you asa Gentleman, a Chriſ- 
tian and a Friend; and, ſhall conclude, with' two 
texts of cy worthy your remembrance. 

(1.) He that believeth on him, is not condemn'd: 
"but he that Believeth not, is condemn'd already, be- 
cauſe he hath zot believed oll the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. Joh. iii. 18. 2.) 
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(.) Theſe things are written, that ye might be- 
lieve, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and | 
that believigen him, ye may have life. thro”. his 


F ever you ſhould condeſcend ſo far, as to give 
me your opinion of my arguments, I defire an 
anſwer to this Query; vix. If Jeſus Chriſt be 
only a Creature, why have we not plain texts of } 
Scripture to tell us ſo ? or to what end or purpole 
are all thoſe pompous expreſſions in the Scripture, - 
that declare him to be God? or why are they not 
laid down with ſome limitation, in the very texts 
themſelves ?—Theſe things had been very eaſily 
done, to prevent our making miſtakes, in fo 
very eſſential a matter, had he been a Creature, and 


* 
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no more, &c. | | A 
And, methinks, there is one text, which, altho” 
very little taken notice of, is of very great weight. 
It is in Ja. liii. 8. and directly applied to Jeſus 
Chriſt, in Alis vin. 3 3. The words are, 5e, Balk 
declare his generation? The interrogation, impſies 
the ſtrongeſt negative. Who ſhall? that is, zone 
can.— We know his generation, both by Jaſenb 
and Mary; and therefore, if he had no generation, 
but what he derived from them, this queſtion was 
exceedingly impertinent; and would be to aſk that, 
as a very difficult eee in its own nature 
fo eaſy, that every man might know it. The aſking 
Who ſhall declare it, therefore, is as if the text had 


poſitively affirm'd, that the thing was impaſſible; 
and it could no way be impalſible, if he was only 
: | tan: 


n 


mart ; but it was utterly impoſſible (no man could 
declare it) as be was God. It is like that queſtion 
in Job, already quoted, Canſt thou by ſearching ſind 
out God? no! the thing is imp So here, 

Who ſhall declare his generation can. They 
are both alike impoſſible, and the impoſſibility of the 
laſt is, Secauſe he is God; and ſo refers to the firſt, 
who cannot be found out by ſearching, becauſe he is 
% God bleſſed for evermore,“ Immanuel, God 
with us,—or God in our nature, whoſe eternal ge- 
neration none can declare, any more than the Fa- 
ther's, becauſe he and the Father are One. And 
laſtly, we ſhall do well to remember, that the Scrip- 
tures tell us, that in the latter times, ſome ſhall de- 
part from the faith, (1 Tim. iv. 1.) And that there 
ſhall be falfe reachers, who ſhall bring in damnable 
berfies, even denying the Lord that bought them, 
(2 Job. it. 1.) Now what can be ſuch a departing 
from the faith, as to deny the Lord that bought 
them? and what can that denial be, but denying 
his Deity ? For, was that denial to be a renouncing 
Chriſtianity, it could not be call'd hereſy, but apoſ- 
zacy. Therefore to depart from the faith, in the 
ſenſe of the Scripture, is to deny Chriſt to be God: 
or thoſe texts are inconcluſive. For no man can 
properly be ſaid to depart from the faith of Chriſt, 
that does not either deny his Divinity, or renounce 
Chriſtianity ; and ſo by one of them, deny theLord 
that bought him. Where the term hereſy is us'd, 
it neceſſarily ſuppoſeth a chriſtian church; and in 
ſuch a church, what is departingfrom the faith,and 
What is denying the Lord that bought us, if deny- 
ing him to be God, 7s not? You will pleaſe at 
your leiſure ſeriouſly to conſider theſe things; and 

to remember, That whoſoever denieth the Son, hath 


not the Father. 1 Joh. i, 23. And he that be- 
een 
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Fr Joh. iii. #6. Which are texts well worth 
everyChriſtian's ſerious conſideration; and ſince you 
deny, both his Deity, and his imputed righteodſ- 
neſs,. I beſeech you, do you expect to be ſav*d 
by him ? if by him, in what manner? if not by him, 
how is he a Saviour ; or to what end, or purpoſe, 
did he come into the be ? 
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OUR letter and pamphlet came ſafe, as 
| alſo that other, from your. bookſeller ; 
by which, your zeal for my information 
| is very conſpicuous, and demands my 
thanks. The authors of thoſe pamphlets, I know 
not: but, as St. Paul ſaid in another caſe, fol ſay 
of them, V bat ſoever they are, it maketh nothing 10 
me ; for they who ſeemed to be ſomewhat, added 
nothing to me, when I converſed with them, Gal. ii. 
6. I am for the old rule, To the law, and to the 
teſtimony ; ** and if they ſpeak not according to 
this word, it 1s becauſe there is no light in them, 
Jſai. vin. 20. and therefore I diſown them. 
It was ſaid of the Goſpel-ſtate, that it ſhall be ſ 
Plain to be underſtood, that way-faring men, tho? 
Fools, ſhall not err therein, Ja. xxxv. 8. But how 
can this be true, if when plain texts are offer*d to' 
our view, and hundreds of them witneſſing to the 
ſame truth, we muſt underſtand them in a quite 
different ſenſe, than what they expreſs ? Does the 
Almighty lay ſnares for us ? or are not all his 
ways juſt and equal? But it ſeems very ſur- - 
prizing, that firſt you challenge me to prove my 
propeſition by Scripture, and then, when I have 
done it, you ſay, if it could be fairly prov'd from 
thence, you ſhould look upon the new Teſtament 
as an impoſture, and reject it as ſuch, And I 
cannot 


ELLEN 


Ee the ſame Eſſence with the FaTuen. 6 
cannot help ſaying (with all due reſpect to your 


| Perſon) as the Apoſtle does to the Galatians, 


hap. i. 6. I marvel that you are ſo ſoon removed 


from him that called you into the grace of Chriſt, 
unto another Goſpel, But whether an Angel, or 
men, endeavour thus to pervert us, the Apoſtle 
(ver. 8, 9.) beſtows a double malediction upon them, 
and ſays twice over, LET THEM BE ACCURSED., 
And Sir, that Goſpel, that declares Jeſus Chriſt 'to 
be only a creature, is not that Goſpel which St. 
Paul preach'd, and which I believe, who own him 
to be Gop, of the ſame Eſſence with the Father.— 
| Your Goſpel, and your Chrift, and my Goſpel, 


and my Chrift, are quite different, and can be no 


way reconciled : God over all, and God by infti- 


tution, cannot be the ſame : God by nature, and 


God by office, or creation, are not the ſame God. 

| You tell me, in your letter, that my propoſition 
directly overthrows the firſt principle of natural re- 
ligion (that there is but one God) which I muſt 
_ crave leave to deny; and ſay, however, with the 
Apoſtle aforemention*d, 2 Cor. iv. g. that my faith 
does not ſtand in the wiſdom of men [what they 
think right, or how they reaſon] but in the power 
of God ; what he is reveaPd to be, and what he 


has declar'd, he is.—I know, that this is not ſpeak- 


ing, according to the wiſdom, or way of arguing, 
of thoſe that call themſelves the wiſe . men of this 
world; for it is he wiſdom of God, in a myſtery. 
But I deſire to argue, as one that is rooted, and 
built up in him, and eſtabliſÞ'd in the faith, as I 
have been taught in the Scriptures, which we know 


were indited by the Holy Ghoſt ; ſo that in 


them we muſt find out the mind of God, by com- 


paring ſpiritual things with ſpiritual. x Cor. ii. 13. 
And 
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joy it is very obſervable, that the Spirit of . 
did not fer fit to haye the Scriptures pepn'd in a 
philoſophical ſtrain, but with great plainneſs of ſtile 
and argument; as if done on purpoſe, for the 
meaneſt capacity to underſtand, eſpecially fo far as 
r2lated to the perſon, offices, and croſs, of the Re- 
deemer. — Therefore, to pretend to. prove the truth 
and meaning of them, in the method, that your 
ſelf and the authors you ſent me do, ſeems not the 
mee deſign'd by the Holy Ghoſt, for that pur- 
poſe. 2 an inſpired writer, and 2 great 

Nach 8. A er this 2 1 Cor. i. 17. leſt men 
ſhould think, that by cunning arguments, and 
worldly wiſdom, he went about to eſtabliſh a doc- 
trine, that could not be proy'd without them; 
or that by. feign'd words, and 1 ſpeeches, he he in- 
tended to deceive the hearts of the ſimple. No; 
he took a quite contrary method; and tells us, 
that the xp 5 of of this world is fooliſhneſs, and that 
Cod bas choſen the fooliſh things of this world, to 
confound the wiſe ; that no fleſb ſhould glory in 
his preſence; that no man ſhould have cauſe to 
ſay, that the myſteries of the Goſpel were beholden 
to him, for his philoſophical deductions, diſtinctions, 
Se. And if this be fooliſhneſs, he aſſures us, that 
it is ſo only to them. that periſh, 1 Cor. i. 18. Which 
God forbid ſhould be either your lot, or mine. 

Again, he quotes Scripture againſt this way of 
reaſoning, and ſays, ver. 19, 20. For it is written, 
I will deſtroy the 7 Tviſdom of the wiſe, and will bring 
to nothing, the underſtandi of the prudent. _ 

As to that pamphlet, bud bears the name of 
one Cavss, it matters not, whether the name be 
fictitious, or real; but his arguments weigh very 
little with me. What he drives at, I am. well 
aware of; and by that way of reaſoning, we may 

bring 


of the ſame Hſance, with the Farmen. 6g. 
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"And as to the pamphlet wrote by Philantbropus, 
10 


not ſp much as touch upon the moſt of thoſe Serip- 
tures which I prodyc'd. Some of them, indeed, it 
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as die like ae are call'd Gods, but they 15 
are ſuch as do themſelves worſhip a ſuperior Being, 
and ſuch as are therefore commanded to worſhip 
the Lord Jeſus Chris. But to which of them ſaid 
God, at any time, Theu art my Son ? my own, 
and ONLY BEGOTTEN Son ? Whereas our Lord 
Jeſus is not only call'd God, in a lax; or inferior 
fenſe, but, the great Cod, the true Ged, the mighty 
God, the only wiſe God, Gag's fellow, and God bleſ- 
ſed for evermore ; and one, in whom the Fulneſs of 
the Godhead dwells BoriLy.— Which fulneſs, your 
author, Philanthropus, would have to mean only 
that fulneſs which the Apoſtle prays, that the Epbe- 
Hans might be filled with, Epbeſ. ii. 19. there call'd 
the fulneſs of God. Bur, Sk. the fulneſs there na- 
med, can with no propriety, or ſenſe, mean any 
thing more, than a fulneſs of gifts, graces, and 
manifeſtations of God, which the primitiveChriſtians 
then enjoy d, and farther hop'd for. But, I con- 
ceive, that you will not call this the fulneſs of the 
Godbead, which is never us'd to ſignify gifts and 
_ graces, but ALwA xs the Divine Eſſence.— We are 
indeed ſaid to receive of Chriſt's fulneſs ; but it is 
only grace, for grace, or a full meaſure of grace, 
from the fulneſs that is in him ; which we receive, 
according to our capacities, as creatures : but the 
fulneſs of the Godhead we are not capable to re- 
ceive, nor that to be contain*d by us, nor by any 
other meer creature: the fulneſs of God, by gifts 
and graces, is one thing, and the fulneſs of the God- 
head, is another. 
When the three children were in the fiery furnace, 
and the heathen king ſaw a fourth there, the appear- 
ance was fo ſurprizingly glorious, and exceeding 
all created Beings, that he could not help ſaying, that 
his form was like to the Son of God ; and when the 
Centurion, 
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5 Cond Fa eat of chisSon nofGod, mani», 
felt in the e ſaw what convulſions nature was 
in, he was fans to ſay, Of a truth, this was the 
| Son of God. Who told thoſe heathens, that God 

had aSon? or what form he had? Nebucbadnezzar 
had never ſeen him, nor ſo much as heard of him, 
nor was it agreeable to the heathen philoſophy, chat 

God, a pure, incomprehenſible Spirit, could. have a. 
Son; and yet he could ſay, that this fourth appear- 
ance was like him! Why did he net rather fay, 
that the form he there ſaw, was like the form of 
one of his own Gods? or why like the Son of 
God ? why not rather like the —5— of -4 God ?— 
_ Surely, this muſt proceed from a divine impulſe ;, 
and he was under a neceſſity to ſay, theſe things. 
by the powerful operation of the Spirit of God, like 
that falſe prophet Balaam, who was compelld to 
bleſs, and propheſy bleſſings, to the children of 
Iſrael, when his heart intended the quite contrary. 
And now, Sir, this fourth perſon, which Nebuchad- | 
 mezzar call'd the Son of God, I believe, that 72 
your ſelf think it was really and in truth He, that 

vou call the very Son of God, and not his meer 
likeneſs. If you do, I argue thus; Jeſus Chriſt 
being in the form of God himſelf, . thought it no 
robbery to equalize himſelf with God : and then, - 
as to be in the form of the Son of God, is to be the 
Son, ſo to be in the form of God, is to be God. 
For none can be ſaid truly to be in the form of God, 
but he that is really God : therefore Jeſus Chriſt is 
God ; the conſequence is unavoidable. - 

And now, as to the Centurion, who neither be- 
liev'd in the true God, nor in Jeſus Chriſt, nor an 
thing of the Divine OEconomy in the Cothead, 
what mov*d him to ſay, Of a truth, this was the 
Son of God (Matt. xx vi. 54. / except a ſudden en- 


ergy 


4 


" 
WI 


12 


„ W ot ie at ard Bed tres W . 8 — 9 oat * * , | 
_ Y BY: N * R * Wo N 9 2 * * V N de en VW * 4 of 
wo ; | : Faces ' N * 

E * 1 3 
; " 4 * * BS q | 2 
| Me r . #50 
1 4 1 8 5 LI #5 6 4 8 1 8 | 
0 + % "# 1 "4 * . * * „* EP, 
4 | 5 J 2 a 4 Typ : 


ergy from the HolyGtioft mord his tongue to ſay, 
What His heart did not before belleye'? This was tlie 
Son of Gd But how ? 'unidoubtedly* So tlie Soi, 
aàs to he of che fame naure with the Father; or elſe 
| the Cemnrion's aſſertion infetr'd nothing at all. For 
i by son ofGod: fe mtant bat he was ſo, by creation, 
| of adoption on, all mankind are fo by creation, 
and many others as well as he, were fo by adoption: 
therefore the Crnturion, or the Holy Ghoſt by him, 
muſt intend, ſo the Son of God, as to be of Bis 
eſſence, by an eternal generation; and thereby bore 
witneſs to his eternal power and Godhead. 
If he call'd kim the Son of God, only as he 
Would any propher, of holy man, why did hie not, 
inſtead of ſaying, Of a truth this was the Son of God, 
rather ſay, Of a truth this was a great Prophet? or 
that a great, good, and Juſt man is this day fallen in 
T/rael? But why muſthe needs fav, Truly this was | 
the Son of God? How came he to think, that God 
had, or could have a Son? What philoſophy taught 
him this? Why did he not rather ſay, with thoſe of 
Ira (Acts xiv. 11.) The Gods are come down to 
us in the likeneſs of men; and ſo call him as they did 
Paul or Barnabas, Jupiter, or Mercury? or ſome 
other of the heathen Gods ? But why [he] Sen of | 
God ? not [a] Son of God, But emphatically, he | 
Son, the only Son, the Son that is of the ſame na- 
ture with the Father: the Son of God; not the Son 
of any of the heathen Gods, but the Son of the 
true and living God; and this the Centurion did 
not own ſingly, but the text ſays, they that were 
with him, did the ſame. | 
Sir, I take theſe things to be worthy your con- 
ſideration; when heaven and earth, angels and 
men (and thoſe of the heathen too) own Jeſus 
EE Wie 3o8 of God, What ate wo, eee 
8 | | Ou 
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ſhould deny. it? Curſed i is. man," that truſteth in 


man. Jer. xv. 5. But as to the Son, —Bleſſed are 
all they. that put their i in bim. Pſal. ii. 1 2. 
Whilſt men of faithleſs hearts, cunning heads, 
and fruitful fancies, laugh at revelation, and make 
a God of their reaſon, and will receive nothing, even 


from God himſelf, that they cannot accommodate 


to their philoſophical ſchemes, let us receive, and 
truſt in that ſure word of prophecy, to which we 
are to take heed, as a light, to guide us through all 
the mazes of error and deluſion. The Scriptures, 
we know, were penn'd by. holy men, as they were 


mov'd by the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Pet. i. 19, 20. And 


we know alſo, that the Holy Ghoſt is the Spirit of 
truth; which he could not be, if what he has deli- 
ver'd to us for truth, in the Scriptures, were not 
fo, without the * of e or 1 ar- 
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A the whale counſel of Cod. (Ads xx. 2 yo 9 
And we can deſire no more. Now to know 
what that was, we muſt recur to what he ſays 
in his epiſtles, and ſee here what he has deliver'd 


Concerning it. This, Sir, is a better way to get 


information and ſatisfaction, than from all the de- 
bates, and ſtriving about words, amongſt men, 


who have many devices in their hearts; but the 


counſel of the Lord (which St. Paul declares to 
us) that alene ſpall tand. Prov. xix. 21. And 
tho? men of learning may ſeem to. darken this 


counſel, by words, without knowledge of the 


power, and wiſdom of God, yet it ſhall come 
to nothing, And ſince 1 have named St. Paul, 1 


will trace him thro? his writings, and ſee the mind 


of the Spirit, as to his counſel of God, which 
* Paul has reveal d there, and which he calls a 


L 7 2 myſtery, 
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myſtery, that, from the Arbe of the werld, 
hath been hid in God, (Epheſ. iii. q.) and is yet 


hid from many of the wiſe and learned men of this 


world, who will not allow any myſtery” | in godlineſs 
at all, nor any #»/earchable riches in Chriſt. But 


let us a little attend to St. Paul, who inculcated 
this doctrine in all his writings z and, who ſays 
of Chrift, that he is the brightneſs of bis Father's 
glory, and the expreſs 1 of his arg Heb. 
. 
| ho being in the form of Gop, thought it no 
robbery to be equal with Gop. Phil. it. 6. Can any 
meer creature be in the form of an inviſible God? 
What philoſophy teacheth the doctrine? 
' Without controverſy, great is the myſtery of 
er 72g Gop was manifeſt in the fleſh. 1 Tim. 
. . 
fern was made of the ſeed of David, according 
to the fleſh (or according to his human nature) 
and declar'd to be the Son of God, with power, 
atcording to the Spirit of holineſs (or according 
to his divine nature) Rom. 1. 3, 4 
He is the Loxp from heaven. 1 Cor. xv. 47. 


He was before all things (pray, mark the ex- 


preſſion) ane by him all things conſiſt. Coloſ. i. I 7. 
If he was before all things, he cannot be a creature; 
unleſs a creature is nothing, or unleſs you will have 


him to be before he had a being.— Paul, an Apoſtle 


of Jeſus Chriſt, not of men, neither by Man, but 
by Jeſus Chriſt. Gal. i. 1. Pray obſerve ! not of 
men, neither by man ! but by Jeſus Chriſt, who is 


Immanuel, God with us, or God in our nature. 


Fe is call'd the great God, and our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. Tit. ii. 13. 

Mo is over all, God bleſſed for evermore. Rom. 
God's own Son, Rom. vill, 3, 32. And 


( 
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And altho? in a qualified ſenſe, Angels may be 


call'd th Sons of God, yet, to what one of tben 


ſaid he at auy time, 7 hou art my Son, this day bave 
1 begotten thee ? Heb. i. 4, 5. 
In him dwelleth. all the. fulneſs of the Gedbead 


Bodi, (Col. ii. 4.) vix. not ſymbolically as in the 


ark, but eſſentiallß. 
Feed the church of Go, which He hath pur- 


chaſed with his own blood. Acts xx. 27, 28. He! 


| who ? that perſon who 1 Is God and man, and there- 


fore had blood to ſhed : the ſenſe is very plain, 


and unleſs ſo explain'd, is nonſenſe. 
Without beginning of days, or end of life, (Heb, 
Vi. 3.) therefore eternal, — . 


The ſame yeſterday, and to day, and for ever. 
(Heb. Xin. 8.) And who can declare bis genera- 


tion ? 
He dwells in his people's hearts, by faith. 
Epheſ fil 17. 

Who are call'd the temple of Gop. 2 Cor. 
vi. 16. 

He fills all things, Epheſ. iv. 10. Can a crea- 
ture do this? 

He is able to ſubdue all things to himſelf, Phil. 
ini. 2 1. 
Hle is the great God. Tit. ii. 1 3.— 

The true God, and eternal life. 1 Joh. v. 20. 

All things were created by bim, and for him, 
(Col. i. 16, 17.) and by him they all conſiſt. 
What! all 1 conſiſt by a creature? 

He upbolds all things by the word of his power, b 
Heb. i. 3. ——Obſerve ! by his power; it is 


not ſaid by a power deriv'd to him from God! 


but by bis own power, independent of the Father, 

He ſhall judge the quick and dead. —2 Tim. iv. 
1.— And will manifeſt the counſels of the heart, 
1 Cor. iv. 5,—He is the . of the inviſible 
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God, Col. i. 15 and the firft dan of body ths; 
ture; Which may be mote truly render'd, % was 


before all creatures: and then the natural reſult mn. 


himſelf cannot be a Creature, —— 

He is he Author and Finiſher of our faith, 
Heb: xii. 2. 

He was declared to 5 the Son of God, with 
power, Rom. i. 4. 

Thy Throne, O Gov, is for ever, and ever, 
Heb. 1. 7. Is this 1 fit to be given to a 
creature? 

He is the Lord of glory, 1 Cor. ti. 8. What! a 
creature the Lord of glory? 

Let all the Angels of God worſhip bim, Heb, L 6. 
What! worſhip a Creature? 

At his name every knee fhall bow, Phil, ji. 10. 
What! bow to a Creature? 

If any man love him not, let him be Anathema, 
Maranatha, 1 Cor. xvi. 20. 

Now the Lord of peace (Chriſt) himſelf give 
you peace always, by all means, 2 Theſ. iii. 16. 

To whom (Chriſt) be honour and power everlaſt- 
Ig, 1 Tim. vi. 16. 

Now our Lord Feſus Chriſt himſelf —— comfort 
your hearts, and eftabliſh you in every good word 
and work, 2 Theſſ. ii. 16. 

Grace to you, and peace———from the Lord Teſus 
Chriſt, Rom. i. 7. 5 

The grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt be with your 
ſpirit, Philem. ver. 26. 

And (pray obſerve) This is my token (ſays the 
Apoſtle) in every epiſtle: SoT wrrTz ; The grace 
F our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you all, Amen, 
2 Theff. in. 17, 18.—What ! the grace of a crea- 
fure ! why not rather the grace of God ? If Jeſus 
Chriſt is not God, why is he R to do what 
b 4 to God only? 


Sir, 5 
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Sir, Theſe are only the gleanings of the vin- 
tage; and although all the Apoſtles, and Evan-- 
geliſts, /ay ibe ſame thing, in other words, and 1 
bring here only the witneſs of St. Paul, and that 
but ſome of thoſe many texts, which give teſti- 
mony to the Deity of our dear Redeemer, yet here 
are quotations from no leſs than twelve epiſtles of 
that great Apoſtle, who herein declares to us be 
whole counſel of God, in this important article of 
our faith; who alſo himſelf, to prove this truth, 
brings many quotations out of the old teſtament, 
which that I may not tire your patience, I omit ; 
but they are all upon record in his writings, to 
which I refer you. Es Fe 
Now, Sir, be pleas'd to give me leave to aſk 
you this queſtion (viz.) If Jeſus Chrift was not 
properly and truly Gop, to what purpoſe does the 
| Apoſtle produce all theſe teſtimonies; and is ſo 
careful as to do it, not in one, but in every one of 
his epiſtles ? and that without qualifying the words, 
in any one of the named texts, or ſaying any thing 
to guide us into a contrary belief? TEA 
When the ſame Apoſtle ſeem'd to boaſt of his 
own performances, ſaying, that he labour d more 
abundantly than all the Apoſtles. (1 Cor. xv. 10.) 
| He explains himſelf, and ſays, Yet not I, but the 
grace of God which was with me. But when he 
-| ſpeaks of Chriſt in the moſt exalted ſtrains, he ne- 
ver puts in any caution, to prevent our miſun- 
derſtanding his words : no ; not ſo much as once, 
in any of the texts before recited; 7 
If Chriſt was a meer Creature, there could be 
no reaſon to ſay, as the Apoſtle does, wit bout the. 
leaſt explanation, that he is over all, God bleſſed fot 
for ever. It would have been much more eafy fol- 
the Apoſtle to ſay,that he was a ſuperangelick Crea- 
| 8 | | FUT 2 
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it been ſo) to prevent our running into errors con- 
cerning him. But he ſays, he has us'd great plainneſs 
of ſpeech, 2 Cor. ii. 12. And, ſurely, if what he 


2 is plain, we are to underſtand him in that 


plain way, in which he expreſſeth himſelf, or elſe 


he will be to us as a Barbarian, and may as well 
to us in an ant nosun tongue. 

Ne does not ſay any where, Take heed, leſt you 
miſunderſtand any of my -phraſes, or expreſſions, 


concerning Chriſt ; which ſurely he would, had any 


of them carried a ſecret, or contrary meaning. But 
he ſays, Beware, leſt any man ſpoil you through 
philoſophy, and vain deceit, after the rudiments of 
the world, and not after Chrift: And then he adds, 
For in him dwells the Fulneſs of the Godbead, bodily. 

Here is no caution againſt believing that the God- 
dead dwells in Chriſt bodily, but againſt pbiloſopby, 
aud the rudiments of the world, or rules of human 
reaſoning, to prove divine truths ; as if he had fore- 
ſeen, that men would deny the Deity of Chriſt, and 
believe nothing that is reveal'd, but what they 
could phziloſophically prove, or mathematically de- 
monſtrate. But ſays he, Beware of ſuch pbhiloſo- 
phy, for it is vain deceit: and take this truth 


on my word, Jeſus Chriſt is Gop ; In him devells 


the Fulneſs of the Godbead bodily, and he is over 
all, God bleſſed forevermore. 
Again he ſays, OTimothy,av oid (not only )prophane, 


but vain babblings, and oppoſitions, of ſcience, falſely 
fo call d, which ſome profeſſing, have erred from the 


Faith, 1 Tim. vi. 20, 21. Now what can this op- 
poſition of ſcience be, but attempting to prove the 
myſteries of theGoſpel philoſophically, or by ſchool- 

arguments, which when they fail, there is an op- 


poſition 


— 


* — * * Lak. — * N Ka * * a Tr ee R W * r 3 n rig 9 n OVER | K * 0 
4 . 4 n 7 s \ . n 9 2 ? . N * ILY 8 * * 
4 þ 1 7 1 x * ** \ , 4 2 * 7 
1 4 . - 
Ie * | ; "40 * 
3 25 , * * £ * 
* 2 * p 
k 5 ; " « o — * bo 
br . l £) ; % 5 
x . Ll 1 $ 6 N 
* . * * — 
4 


ture, bleſſed for ever; and more eaſy for us to be- 
heve, and which it behoved the Apoſtle to do ( had 
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phy, and philoſophy oppoſeth Phat, which the pro- 


feſſor, not being able to reconcile, falls from the 


faith, or errs from the truth, becauſe he cannot de- 
thouſtrite the myſteries of the Gofpel to his reaſon, 
or reconcile them to the Jaws of diſputation, which 
in this matter, are but vain babblings. And whe- 


ther this be the real meaning of that text or not, I 
am ſure it may be ſo erphan d, and with - _ | 


bability too. 


When St. Paul was preaching at Athens, none 


oppos'd him like the philoſophers ; who, no doubt, 


argued then, from the ſame principles that the Arrays 


do now ; and upon the whole, affirmed, that be 


ſeemed to be a ſetter forth of ſtrange Gods, _— 


be preached to them Feſus, and the reſurrettion; 
doctrine quite contrary to their philoſophy, and 1 ag 


deed, to all the wiſdom of this world which! is all 
but fooliſhneſs with God. 


But why did he ſeem to be a ſetter ford, 'of 


range Gods? for altho* the reſurrection was a 


range doctrine, they were not ſo abſurd as to take 
it for a God! and if not who were the ſtrange 
Gops ?—why truly, it was Feſus 3 But chk 
how could he be faid to be Gods ? as to that we 
may obſerve, that altho* in the inſtitution 'of bap- 


tiſm, Father, Son, and Spirit are named, yet after- 


wards we find, that divers were baptiz'd in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus ; and tho? Jeſus is only there 
named, no doubt but it was in the name of the ſa- 


cred Three; for theſe Three are One. So here, al- 


tho? it is only ſaid that he preach'd to them Jeſus, it 
is very probable, that he who preach'd up his divi- 


nity, to all people every where, did not fail to do it 


here; and told them, that he was God bleſſed for e- 


Es » equal with the Father and Holy Ghoſt : from 
whence 


poſition of ſcience ? Ren oppoſeth philoſo: * f , 


It 
| 
| 
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3 — 1 might infer, 1 ignorantly, that he 
| ſeem'd to be a ſetter forth of frange Gods, and a 
| ſtrange inference it was | but ſuch as was the reſult 
of their Philoſophy. Whoever truly preaches Jeſus, 
| does not preach his are name, but intends thereby, 
huis perſon,offices, and attributes; and as he is relat- 
ed to che Father on the one hand, and to fallen man 
on the other, ſo St. Paul's preaching Chriſt at At h- 
ens included the whole ſcheme of ſalvation by him; 
and particularly, that he was God; but he muſt in- 
clude the Father and Holy Ghoſt, or how could 
they ſay, he ſet forth france Gos it would elſe 
have been a ſtrange God, in the ſingular, and not 
Gods, ——But this, J offer only, as a ſtrong proba- 
bility, and bring it to ſhew, that philoſophy is not 
ſufficient to prove the truth of reveal'd religion. 
And to conclude, it ſeems altogether impoſſible, 
that any meer creature could ſatisfy divine juſtice 
for the fins of man. The Scriptures ſay, that with- 
out ſhedding of blood, there is no remiſſion of fin, Heb. 
ix. 22.—And that it was not poſſible for the blood 
of bulls and goats, to do it, Heb. x. 4. No; nor 
if we ſhould give the fruit of our body for the fin 
of our ſoul, Mic. vi. 7. So that no meer creature 
ſeem'd capable of the undertaking.—And it is ſaid, 
that he wonder d that there was no, interceſſor, 
Iſa. lix. 16. Then ſays Chriſt, Sacrifice, and offer- 
ing for fin,thou wouldſt not, but a body has thou 8 
pared me. In burnt-offering. and ſacriſice for fin 
thou hadſt no pleaſure. Then ſaid I, Lo I come, to 
do thy will, O God, (Heb. x. 5, 6, 7.) end ſo by one 
_ effering he perfected for ever them that are ſanctiſi- 
J. He muſt be God and Man, to be a fit Media- 
tor between God and men : no other could be a fit 
days-man, to lay his hand upon both, but he that 


artook of both natures. 
4 5 r 5 And 
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Ee the ſame Efſence with the Farurx- 81 
And thus, Sir, I have finiſh*d what I intended. 


and beg you would ſeriouſly conſider it. For by 
both the books you ſent me, the tenth part of my 


former letter is not anſwer'd, and where it is at all 
attempted, it is very little to the purpoſe, ſo that 
my arguments remain unſhaken ; and had I your 
leave I know not but I ſhould venture to refer the. 
diſpute, to better judges than my ſelf. | 

I have dipt more into the controverſy, than ever 


1 deſign'd, and from my beſt enquir Ys the reſult is, 


to follow good St. Paul's advice, Col. ti. 6. As I 
have receiv'd Chriſt Jeſus, to walk in him; and if 


1 periſh, I ſhall fay as Feab did, when he laid hold 


of the horns of the altar, I will dye here. Whilſt 
I live, I ſhall contend for that faith, that was once 
deliver d to the ſaints, and not deny the Deity 


of my Saviour: and when I dye, I purpoſe, by 


divine grace, to commit my ſoul into his 3leſſed 
hands. Let others, who think their works ſuffi- 
cient to ſave them, truſt in them, for that purpoſe, 
I know that mine are but as dung ; and my own 
righteouſneſs as filthy rags : the moſt perfect faint 
is but an «unprofitable ſervant, and has nothing to 
boaſt of; but his ſalvation muſt be of grace. 
I hope, I know in whom I have believed; and deſire 


to be found in him (both at death and judgment) 


not having on my own righteouſneſs, which is of the © 


law, but that which is thro the faith of Chriſt ; 
 #he righteouſneſs which is of God by faith. Phil. 


484 now, Sir, pardon me, if I fay, that J fear, 
you ſtudy only owt fide of the argument : for 1 
think aſſuredly, that it is utterly impoſſible for a 
man to be an Arian, that gives himſelf. liberty to 
read what has been wrote againſt it with an un- 


prejudiced / mind, I mean, if he would take the 
: 25 wt . . M e nrye PRF- Se Ne Eg 
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Scriptures 
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E Scriptures for his guide, and not try by his ph:lo/e- 
| phy, wether thoſe be true or not: for as riches, on 
the ane hand, make it ſo very hard for a man to 
enter into heaven ſo worldly. wiſdom, human learn- 
ing, and philoſophical reaſoning, I fear, often do it, 
on the other. Have any of therulers,or of the Pha- 
riſees believed on bim? thoſe wiſe and learned men? 
Why, no truly; for not many rich or noble, are 
either effectually call'd, or do ſavingly believe. 
They are the poor of this world, and the unlearned 
(generally ſpeaking) that are rich in faith, and 
heirs of the promiſe of eternal life. Whilſt thoſe, 
that will try their faith 25, and ſubject it 10 their 
reaſon, are often juſtly ſtript of their faith, to ſacri- 
fice to their reaſon, and judicially blinded and har- 
den'd againſt all revelation.—But, Sir, I hope bet- 
zer things of you, although 1 thus ſpeak; and 
ſhould think myſelf exceeding happy, if my dim 
candle could afford you any light. —But we have 
the voice of Moſes, and the prophets, of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, and of God the Father himfelf, to 
guide us, not only into THIS, but into every other 
trutb. Let us hear them, and attend to the mind 
of that Spirit that ſpeaks in the Scriptures to us, 
who is a Spirit of truth : and if we will not hear 
Bis voice there, neither would due be perſwaded, tho“ 
one aroſe from the dead for our conviction; but 
if in an humble manner we deſire his direction, he 
will not fail to guide us into all truth. But het 
has nothing to do with the /elf-ſufficient man 5 it 
is the meek. only that he guides in his way. And 
Jet us remember, that we may as well make: hip 
wreck of faith, as of a good conſcience, and periſh 
within ſight of the promiſed: land: as if ſome ob- 


ſtinate mariners, who have plain 


North, 


— — — 
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North, South; pretending that ſome learned Nas 
vigators had fo. interpreted the compaſs, and that 
the original ſignified either; and therefore, contrary 
to plain directions, and all rules of pilotage, ſhould 
_ moſt philoſophically ſplit their veſſel amongſt the 
rocks and ſands : even ſuch (to me) is the caſe of 
thoſe Gentlemen, who take ſuch wonderful pains 
to pervert the plain text, and are ſo very ſolicitous 
to depreciate the merits, and deny the Divinity of 

the Son of God, the Saviour of the world. 
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